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B§mr Mr* Willand: 



Tolsoo- 
Ladd — 
Nichols. 
Belmont. 
Clegs- 
Glaviiu- 
Harbo^- 
Rosen — 
Tracy — 
Gearty 



Viaterrowd 
Tele. Room 
HoHoman 
Wiss Gaody 



D wd_ Vf 



Xn amc^rdanee with y&ur pr$ui&u$ request to 
Xn&pmtmr ,U\Mm Pennington tv he furnished copies of 
mmm mf: ®mr publications m Communism f$r possible 
distribution im State Convention* ®f fkm American 
M§im I am forwarding under mpmrmim ##wr m supply 
of ..riirl.Atl-:«/ m^mmmm mrttmMm entitled m m0&M^: : 
The Communist $p& 11+*' 

#> are indeed happy to huvm the Qppor$f&£%% 

to ®s®i&t ym In tld rmg&r&m ' " ^ 



X2 



Sincerely your®? 
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oo ~ Indianapolis 
cc - Mr. Pennington j 

cc -Mr* M. A. Jones 
JJSC 
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1500 copies of the Director i r sWi^em£ri^ 



(See 
T H:pa 



"Breaking The Communist $$ellg %■'&£ 
Reprinted from This Week Mag<^i*$t; 

Mote Next Page) --./«/■ 
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is* ■ :: 

JTo venber 1 3 2 953 . ^ 
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NOTE:, in May, 1953, Villand asked Insoector L, R, 
Pennington to furnish him some material on Communism 
for distribution at future American Legion State 
Conventions, On my 25, 1953, we sent I'/illand a 
supply, of nine FBI vublications regarding Communism 
for this purpose, (94-1-3595-53) Mr, Pennington 
reouested sending the publication "Breaking the 
Communist Spell, n 
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Ladd — 
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Belmont. 
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Mr* Lee £. Pennington, Director 
National Americanism Comxiueion 

the l /nerican Legion ;',., _ ; u ^.\ 

Indianapolis, "Indiana 

Pear Lee: 

I wanted to let you know that your letter of 
December 1, 1053, addressed to Mr. Ladd, aad the 
material on the distributive, processing and Office 
Workers of America have been received. 

It was thoughtful of you to wxike this material 
available to us. 

Sincerely yours, 



/- 



PHB:je 

IvOTE: 



s* 
/" 



The material enclosed hce> been ietoched * . 
in the Interna] Security section for ^ 

aonrooriate review. On preliminary examination 
-7?,o serial appears to consist merely of a ^ 
residue of nevrena *cr clippings. & 
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December 1 
^992-^9 



Mr* D. M. Ladd 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Micky: 

I am enclosing herewith "A Short History of 
Distributive, Processing and Office Workers of America and 
District 6$". I understand this -was prepared by Ralph Brown, 
who is now with J. C« Penney Company, Inc., in New York. City. 

I thought some of the boys might care to review 
it and determine whether there is any constructive criticism 
in the material contained in this Summary. 

Sincerely, 








Encl.l 



LEE B. PEMTNGTOK, Director 
National Americanism Commission 
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NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMISSION 
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Mr. Nichols' 



OFFICE OF THE 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR 




1608 K Street, N # W«| 

Washington, D # C # } 




November 21*, 1953 
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MEMORANDUM TO: The Director 



A very serious controversy is going on here 

iin Indianapolis between the American Civil Liberties Union, 
which e stablished a chapter several days ago, and the Depart- 
ment of Indiana of The African Legion* 

I am enclosing for your information, an un- 
dated statement made by Indiana's Department (Commander, issued 
3a s£ week, together with a rebuttal statement concerning 
Artfiur Garfieldjlays 1 address, dated November 22, 19J>3 • 

According to newspaper statements, Hays 
attacked Attorney General Brownell for calling Harry Dexter 
White a Communist spy without proof - "He took the word of a 
police force - the FBI". He made numerous other sneering remarks 
concerning Congressional committees, the Government Loyalty 
program and proposals to permit wire taps. The Indiana Legion 
made a wire recording of his entire address and as soon as 
copies are available, will forward to you a copy for Bureau 
records. 




h\ 



c 



V 



t- "■ 



1 






X 




* Re spec tf tilly, 
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LEE RrAPENNINGTON, Director 
National Americanism Commission 
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MEMORANDUM TO* The Director 



I axa attaching hereto an article tmich 
appeared in THB AMERICAN IE&I02I MAGAZINE, Dsccsstbor, 
1953. 

Isveotia rather c&rongly disapproves of the 
ccperation between The African Legion and the FBI, 
and I thought you would be interested in knouing that 
you have incurred their displeasure • 



> 

/ 



T 



S& 



Keopectfullyj 



IJSE v B<iPEIJNIIIGTON, Director 
National^Assariaanisra CqssaiSBion 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



to % Mr. G-lavin 



/ 



DATE: 

December 3j 1953 



' H. L. Edwards^ 



f 



subject: MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

FBI-AMERICAN LEGION POST 56 

"I ■ ' 



/ 



Tot*» «- 

Lmdd- 

Nicfcote 

BctsKMt 

Cle«« 

GUvia— 

H»rbo_ 

Rosea — 

Tr»cy — . 

Geirry - 

Mohr — 

Wintern»*<l 

Tele. Room 

Hollomto 

St too — 




/ F : BI { American Legion Post 56 has achieved somewhat startlina 
results in its current membership drive and as a result has w»n 
recognition from the District of Columbia Department of the American 
ite g i on • 

O 

On 11-24-53, Post Commander and FBI .'2. -k <T ' \ 1. McCarthy 
has reported, the District of Columbia Department of the American 
i e ^j n ls / ued ° citation to the FBI Post for , TGentinnally meritorious 
lost ',£", * h 4 N ^\onal Legion BeadquarU-a for its being the first 
Z»it • ■ f\> n y-° dd xn *"* District of ^umbia tc exceed its Z.V4 
membersrup prior to the target date of No ■ ^ber 11, 195.3. lich > .. i 
had been exhorted to try to sign up -^ members for 1954 than it 
• ic '"o and , *° d ° so by No ^mker 11, j -. p ost had 7/?£> vejnb 

in iff,,j and as cf 11-11-53 hxd signed -ip li ~ 19S 4. lie Jolt 

also awarded an honor ribbon for this ac\iov,:^ent» 



ad 

"S 

IS 



, rr . Furthermore, 73: "c-t, aiv-n a . iota r* ' n v..'Kbars \r 

T+°in<, e 5? e f V liS qU0ta aS of 11 ~' : ^^ *:< -'ma sinned >o' »^ rpnvber 

and < as al/Jn? -**•?? *^ 7 '^ r *"' ^ '"I«»M« ** exceed its alota; 

"* J r J, suI1: * lL l mU receive a ■ r,nh :; to be nreaented at the 
Department s annual convention in Washington, D. C. next summer. 

RECOm/MDA TION 



It is recommended iuit a lett ' >• sent to Coriander >'cCar+hu \ 
commending him and the poet ^nbe-r f or excellent s^ing which 1 



has been made. 
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Zir, Ice Afycnnington 
Director 




//obcrJbcr 20, 1953 



Hattctyol fncrtcantsn Con-iGoion 

XCOO !:"c'tr\"ct 9 Xorthieirti ~— - — ,. 

aehinalw , f * ^ 



/ 



W 



Dear fji.0 . 

I have received your two notes of 
l,avc>iher ?A 9 1003 9 both vith oncloattroa, and X ax 
lool:in>t forward to receiving a copy of ftr, Arthur 
Ocrfic'ld Hays' n£drai*s ivhieh you captioned you would 
Bund over * ' tr> Holder's rebuttal statement obviously 
repreeentu a or cat deal of careful reoearch* 

U%c "Xaucirbta 11 article beene to indicate that 
the Legion and bhe :ur*.au ehare honors for the leading 
position on their n kate list/' am- they arc absolutely 
correct vjhen they content concerning the cloy-,' llaiooift g 
betv^en the Legion and the turvau. X thinls it is^n % ^ 
excellent idea for "Xhe American Legion Uaganine" vo % <& 
reprint euch articlce. It oifero a good ineight ipm £ ^ 
the L&rped aindi, of the Co jvmiutu*. £ - , ' rv» £ .., 




Zitoeercly, <= 
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Nichpls^- 
Belmont -A* ^ 

Clegg .^. 

Glaviti— ^ — 

Harbo 

Rosrn 

Tracy 

Gearty 

Mohr 



Mr. Jones (Rewrite jpu 
xPLtljo^m-bd L-r , 

" ;: ? REC0F1DED404 



same dateZJlPXfcXJci ^- *. - 
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Miss Gandy 
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I f v+ mnrlall C. Mart 
PcllvouQj llehraoJ;a 

Dear Hr* Biartt 

'/our letter dated i'vccr.ber 31* 20c3 s has 
bean received* 

In roxpomw to your request it ta a olcaaurc 
to encloaa material currently available for distribution 
by the FBI relating to juvenile delinquency ♦ I hope that 
theoe da-ha rill be of interest and asoiatance to jiou in 
connection * ith the conference rhich you nxntionod* 

Sincerely jfouroj 



John Edgar Hoover 
director 

^'ncldoureG (3) 

Bibliography of ^4me^cmdHeindr^ mt-bjetrts ? r 

How Good a Parent are You? 

The Crime Problem 

Crime Begins at Home 

Juvenile Delinquency (Reprint Syracuse Law Review) 

Juvenile Delinquency (Committee Print) 

Uniform Crime Reports (Annual -1952) 
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Ladd 
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Gearty _ 
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WLnterrowd -^ 
Tele. Room -^ } ) j 
Holloman — -' ~ J ~ 
Miss Gaudy — 
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NOTE: Correspondent has received data from the Bureau 

previously while Superintendent of the Nebraska Children r s 

Home. Omaha s Nebraska* 
r * 
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I HE American Leosom 

DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA 

BELLEVUE, NEBRASKA. 
December 31, 1953, 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Will you kindly send me such current 
information and figures as may be readily avail- 
able concerning Juvenile -Delinquency, 

This is to "be one of ^thj^major subjects 
to he discussed at the Area p^^ld^elXax^C^r^ 
ference to he held in grand Akpids, Michig an 
tne 15th and 16th of January! 



BOB/lr 




M^mhe^f^^jial-jCliiild 
Welfare Commission. 
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.Director 

National Americanism Commission 
The American Legion 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
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Tohtob- 

Ladd 

Nichols - 
Belmont. 
Clegg — 
Glavtn — 
Harbo — 
Rosea — 
Tracy — 
Gearty _ 
Mohr 



Sear Lee: 

Tour letter dated January lk, 195k* 
and the enclosed newspaper clipping, which you 
forwarded to Mr. Ladd, have been received. 

To my knowledges no information has 
been released by the office of the Attorney 
General pertinent to the subject of your inquiry. 
A review of the article in question, however, 
indicates it relates generally to Smith Act 
prosecutions, as well as hearings based upon 
petitions filed by the Department of Justice 
with the Subversive Activities Control Board 
seeking orders requiring registration of certain*? 
organizations under the terms of the Subversive 
Activities Control Act of 1950. 

As you know, a Smith Act trial currently* 






Ctf 



^iaterrowd — 
Tele. Room — 
Hollomaa 
Miss Gandy — 




is in progress in Letroit, Michigan, and addi- 
tional trials are contemplated by the Deparvbnon^ ,f 
in the near future. Likewise, additional pro~£ ^ 
ceedings before the Subversive Activities Contro^^ 
Board are anticipated following the presentation^ 
of cases now being heard involving two organi- 
._ nations, namely, the Jefferson School of Social 
Science and the Labor Youth League. The results ^ 
of these actions will be made a natter of public : 
record upon their conclusion, as has been the 
practice in the past. 
NOTE: An informative memo dated l~15~5k, was submitted, which 
analysed the comments of the AG in-detailing action against 
subversives by the Republican Administration. Not all the AG*s 
figures as they appeared in press reports were accurate and the 
basis of computations used by him for arriving at other figures 
he released is unknown. j ^ 



— I'flVK 



rmy 



.-<> 



Mr* Lee R+ Pennington January 21, 295k 

Director 

National Anericanism Commission 



It is noted the article in question 
concluded with a statenent concerning deportation 
proceedings against subversive aliens . This s 
of course j is a matter within the sole juris- 
diction of the Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service. 



Sincerely yours, 



- 2 j*h 
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The American Legion 

NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMISSION 
INDIANAPOLIS. IND. 



OFFICE 
NATIONAL 



OF THE 
DIRECTOR 



January Ik, 195** 



k992-k9 



\ 






o 



/ 




Mr. D. Milton Ladd 

Assistant to The Director 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justice Building 

Washington, D. C* 



. Lai d t/^ y 
. Nichols __^q 
. BcImontS?_ ,j 

Mr. Olavia J 

Mr. Harbo_hi^; jf^ 

1 Air. TTOcy.J.^53r^'v/{ 

Mr- Mo>r J >im V>f i 




Dear Micky: 



n 






I am enclosing herewith an article which 
appeared in the January iVth, 195^> issue of The 
Indianapolis Star. 

We are quite anxious to get hold of de- 
N. /tailed information in order to publish it in The_ 
^^i^^JLine, and would appreciate it if you could 
rind out whether the Attorney General has furnished 
any detailed inf ormation concerning individuals and 
organizations mentioned in the article. 

1*11 give you a call afte* I get back in 
Washington next Friday. 



7~ " ". 

L^^E7r©iNINaT0If,, Director; ;_ 
national Americanism Coinniission 
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STANDARD FOfttt NO. 94 



Office Memorandum • united states government 



h 




TO .- MR. A. H. BSmom DATE* 2-1-54 



rooM * MR. J. A. SIZOOfj 




Tolsoo — 

Ladd 

Nichols - 
Belmont. 
Clegg — 
Glavin — 
Harbor 
Rosen — 
Tracy — 



o "9/ 

subject: ^ AMERICAN LEGION- 

J^NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMISSION *£ 

*•*"/ Mice I 



Geany 

Mohr 

Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 
Holtoman — 



Miss Gaudy . 



After discussing with you the subject matter cover&&& i*s 
the attached letter from Mr. Pennington to Mr. Ladd, I talked 
to Mr. Pennington this morning after he returned from about 
ten days of sickness and advised him that me had considered 
in the Bureau at some length the advisability of the Commission's 
dedicating an tssue of The Firing Line to the refutation of 
attacks by Communists on the Bureau and had concluded that it 
probably would be better not to make a great issue over the 
matter; that scarcely a day passed during which some subversive 
publication did not avail itself of the freedom of the press 
and cast aspersions upon the conduct of the Bureau with the 
obvious intent of embarrassing or harassing the Bureau and 
the Director; and that we should expect such attacks* It was 
pointed out that it appeared that the compilation of such data might*; < 
serve as the basis for additional attacks by misguided persons ^ 

and that to accurately and forcefully refute all such allegations 
would require considerable work on the part of the Bureau and $ 
possibly the disclosure of confidential information and con- -i 
fidential techniques. It was, therefore, our considered * 

opinion that no action along these lines should be taken at this 
particular time. 



Our sincere appreciation for Pennington's ■ continued 
interest in the welfare of the Bureau as evidenced by this 
communication, as well as others along a similar line, was 
expressed to him. 

It will also be noted that he mentioned as of 

possible interest that if we did not already have it, he would /\-i 

attempt to obtain for us a copy of a booklet entitled n Report hjt 

of Court Proceedings in the Case of the Anti-Soviet Trotskyite \*\ 

Center, tf which he thought might be of interest. I told Mr. \ \ 

Pennington that we already had in our files a copy of this \ i 
publication. v 

Pennington expressed appreciation for my interest in 
calling him concerning the matter and made comments reflecting 
. his continued concern for the welfare of the Bureau. 

ACTION : None. This is for information. 
,i J"; I Attachment RECORDED - bO nfftf ,/ , 17/// 

K" 'cTZ>: Banner WW© ' » ^\^ 
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January 15, 195**- 



4992-lf9 
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Mr, D. M. Ladd 

Assistant to The Director 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Micky: 



iM) 




ir. 01a\ 
Wit* Harta*. 



a*. 



\/^I have read with considerable interest the January 195** 
issue oT TpSxp ose". Starting on the front page it contains a vicious 
article concerning the Bureau. 

In reading the subversive and leftists publications here in~-^//. 
Indianapolis, it appears to the Research Specialists that the Communist /* '' 
Front groups are intensifying their attempts to discredit the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. The boys would very much like to have an 
entire issue of The Firing Line to contain nothing but information con- 
cerning attacks on the Bureau and giving in it, insofar as possible, 
the backgrounds of the individuals and people responsible for those 
articles . 

I am wondering whether any of the boys in the Security 
Division have been keeping track of this stuff. I will drop in and 
see you about it upon my return to Washington the latter part of next 
week. I thought somebody migjht be more or less keeping track of this 
kind of tripe. 





V"* 



I located a book here in The Legion Library which, I under- 
stand, is of considerable value and I was wondering whe^her^theJBureau,^ 
had this* I understand that immediately after its publication in 1937 ,*' 
the U.S.S.R. withdrew it from circulation and destroyed; every copy/the;^ 
L " m *" " .......... ^ former AmbassadorJ^p Russia h^d a 



cr." 



-*>>; 






|could possibly get their hands on. 



popy and furnished it to The Legion. It is entitle^^Report^^ Court' • 
l^oceedixigs^in the Case of the Anti-Soviet Trotskyite^Center 11 . it^was :*~* 
heard before the Military Collegium of the Supreme Cowt of the U.S.S.R., 
Moscow, January 23rd, 1937 > a a& it is indicated as a verbatim report. 

Frankly, I don't know whether this would be of any value to 
the Bureau or not. I really don't know whether you have it, but from 
glancing through it it appears that Vishinsky was the Prosecutor. If 
the Bureau does f nt have it, I would appreciate it if you would notify 
me here, and, if I am able to procure it, I will bring it with me next 
week and will then try to make arrangements to have it photostated. 




J^ 






Sincerely yours, 

LEE B. HEUnBG3X>^l»feetqc FEB 
National Amea&S^ffiei conmisi 
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Exact Spelling 
1 References 
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SulDversive Ref . 
Main File 




Searchers 

Initia 

Date Z::^^5y 



^^estricted/io Locality of 
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FILE NUMBER 



SERIALS 
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TO 



^; ~/~i 



MR. A. H. BELMON0[)J* 

jxom » MR. P. J. B4W#^RDNEiAK \f>.,A/ 



GOVERNMENT 



Tolson 
Ladd. 







DATE: Jan. 27, 1954 Nichols 

Belmont 

Clegg — 

Glavin 

/Hatbo 
Rosen 
Tracy 



/ 



subject: I NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMISSION 
t: ^AMERICAN LEGION ~- 



Lee Pennington, former Bureau inspector, 
now with the^N^i^ral Americanism Commission of the 
American Legion IrTllJashington D« C*,has furnished the 
Bureau with a group of twelve pamphlets published by 
the National Americanism Commission. All of these 
pamphlets dealt with the n American way of life n and 
pertained to the various "truths on which American 
success is based/ One folder captioned ^Wanted Ten 
Million Salesmen 1 * explains the Legion's program for 
Americanism and refers to a letter received from the 
Bureau which states that the Legion's program offers 
^real opportunities for further public service ♦" 
■This letter from the Bureau is published opposite iQ 
the Director's picture. \\ \ m K- ~ i 



RECOMMENDATION : 

These pamphlets are of no current interest 
to the Bureau; however, it is recommended that they be 
filed for possible future reference. 



Gearty 

Mohr 

Winterrowd- 
Tele^ Room. 
Holloman — 
Sizoo 



Miss Gandy . 
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TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT 



Mr. Tolson 



GOVERNMENT 

DATE: Feb. 24, 



(T 



L. B. Nichols 



X 





Harbo . 
Rosen. 
Tracy. 
Gearty . 

Mohr. 

Tele/Ropfe- 

Hollomao— . 
Sizoo — # 



/^#p 



Former Inspector L. R.\Pennington advised Mr. McGuire at £a ? ^ 
1 *:^5 p. m* tonight that he had fired BilKHarris -Miojhad b/er/ employed at the / fj>^( 
^Americanism Co mmission of the American Reg ion in Indianapolis as he, -<2 *v / 
'ennington^TiSLd^foxind out that Harris had been drinMifgfr molesting women and, 



Pennington; and that now Harris f %sJ , y / 
t Pennington and his firing him/ama ' 



in particular, had been trying to undermine 

making wild statements in Indianapolis about Pennington and his firing 

)has made the statement in some bars around Indianapolis that he is coming to 
Washington to expose Pennington to J. Edgar Hoover, 



b7D 



I 



Pennington 



said Harris is a congenital liar and there is no reason the Director should waste 
any time with him, and he wanted the Director to be forewarned in the event Harris 
made any overtures to come in and see the Director. 



cc: Mr, Ladd 

Mr. Belmont 
Mr, Holloman 

JJMrARM 
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TO 



FROM I 



SUBJECT 



MR. TOLSON /\ 



¥. R. GLAVIN 



O 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



date: February 



AMERICAN LEGION/PILES 



/ 




Miss Gandy. 



There is attached a tabulation showing the status of 
American Legion files as of January 31, 195i|., as to new files made 
up during the month, files in which contacts were completed during 
the month, and files in which additional contacts are needed. 
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TABULATION. SHOWING STATUS 


OP AMERICAN LEGION PILES 






AS OP JANUARY 31, 


19£lf 








PILES 


IN 










WHICH 


ALL 








NEW 


NECESSARY 


PILES IN 






PILES ' 


CONTACTS 


WHICH AD- 






MADE UP 


COMPLETED 


DITIONAL 






DURING 


DURING 




CONTACTS 




OPFICE 


MONTH 


MONTH 




NEEDED 




Albany 


7 


36 




235 




Albuquerque 





70 




19 




Anchorage 










1 




Atlanta 















Baltimore 





19 




161 




Birmingham 





3^ 




10 




Boston 


45 




26ij. 




Buffalo 





76 




105 




Butte 





79 




75 




Charlotte 


9 


1^.6 




58 




Chicago 


106 


55 




408 




Cincinnati 





25 




250 




Cleveland 










15 




Dallas 


39 







366 




Denver 





56 




30 




Detroit 





391 




174 




El Paso 


7 







7 




Honolulu 





6 




12 




Houston 










180 




Indianapolis 





190 




249 




Kansas City 


13 


171 




450 




Knoxville 





1 









Little Rock 


3 


39 




28 




Los Angeles 


1 


299 




95 




Louisville 










26 




Memphis 





6 




196 




Miami 





3 









Milwaukee 


78 


21 




92 




Minneapolis 


2 


193 




62 




Mobile 















Newark 





2 




21 




New Haven 





45 




204 




New Orleans 





79 




141 




New York 





216 




207 




Norfolk 





29 




13 




Oklahoma City 















Omaha 





167 




691 




Philadelphia 















Phoenix 





26 




43 




Pittsburgh 


6 


12 




272 


I 


Portland 















> 


'■■i 


V 




K 

-- 
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FILES IN 








WHICH ALL 






HEW 


•NECESSARY 


FILES IN 




FILES 


CONTACTS 


WHICH AD 




MADE UP 


COMPLETED 


DITIONAL 




DURING 


DURING 


CONTACTS 


OFFICE 


MONTH 


MONTH 


NEEDED 


Richmond 





15 


144 


St» Louis 





z8 t 





Salt Lake City 


1 


8 


San Antonio 





29 


120 


San Diego 





9 


36 


San Francisco 





25 


Ik 


San Juan 











Savannah 


1 


72 


20 


Seattle 





21 


58 


Springfield 





k3 


259 


Washington 



318 


1 


5 


Totals 


2,903 


5,824 



4-528 
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Office AlepmWndum • united sTCc^s government ( 

DATE: March ^^S4^f. 



TO 



FROM * 



SUBJECT 



Mr. Tolson J/^C 
L. B. Nichols 



^" v// 



A 



O 



?-?//,? w ^^ -'> y ■' 



Lee Pennington fired William 



— fUXCK^ 



E^fferi 



arris who was a Researc 



Analyst in the National Americanism Comirnssion in Indianapolis since he 
$ yt/xh&d found Harris unreliable and had been informed that Harris would not be 
dfK welcome following certain Legion assignments in view of passes he had made 
(j at women, 

Harris, on the other hand, is now stating he was fired because 
] of his stand on the Bricker Amendment and represents that the Legion is no 
j longer strongly anti- Communist. 




Gandy _ 



Lee has put out the attached Legion letter which he thought we 



should have a copy of. 



cc: Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Belmont 







Attachment 
LBN: arm 



\ 



& L R. 48 








& 



tf# tff-/-/77?P 

as** 



•I6&* 



r4r m< 



70 "APR 6 » 




•• 




The American LreiON 

NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMISSION 
INDIANAPOLIS. iND. 



OFFICE OF THE 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR 



1608 K Street, N. W. March 8j ^ 

Washington, D. C. 

TO; DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS - THS AMERICAN EEMOT 
DEPARTMENT ADJUTANTS - THE AMERICAN HSM0N 
MEMBERS AMERICANISM COMMISSION - THE AMERICAN LEMON 
MEMBERS COUNTER-SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE - Executive Section - THE AMERICAN LEG 



I assumed the Directorship of the Americanism Commission of The American Legion 
on November 23, 1953, and shortly thereafter learned that William E # Harris, Research 
Analyst, was not cooperating with the rest of the staff. In an effort to eliminate 
friction, a division of the assignments on subversive activities was agreed upon by 
the two specialists engaged in this type of activity. Harris 1 cooperation was of 
short duration. Be repeatedly took exception to administrative decisions, voicing his 
disapproval both to officials within the National Organization and to outsiders having 
no connection with the work of the Division. 

He showed a complete lack of consideration for the feelings of others and was 
grossly insubordinate. In Wo areas where he appeared on seminars, I was informed that 
Harris would not again he welcome. 

Harris was dismissed on February 17, 195ft. Immediately thereafter, a wholly false 

(statement appeared in Indianapolis newspapers stating that his services were terminated 
due to his support of the Bricker Amendment;. These were promptly denied lap the National 
Adjutant. Harris was dismissed due to the fact that he was an unsatisfactory employee. 

Reputable Legionnaires reported that Harris intended to initiate a smear campaign 
against several at National Headquarters to force the subject of his dismissal before the 
Executive Committee Meeting in May. The National organisation hopes that Departments 
will be circumspect in using this disgruntled employee on future programs. 

There has been no let~up in the fight against the Communist menace. I feel we are 
now diversifying the material in the FIRING LINE to a greater extent than we have in the 
past. -Applications of a number of prospective employees are being reviewed in order to 
fill the existing vacancy. 

Sincerely yours, 




Lee R. Pennington 
Director 
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Mr. Nichols March 16, 19$^ 

M. A. Jones 

CHARTS OF CCfcKUNIST PARTY ACTIVITIES 4 

When in my office yesterday, fpine"F^nar>eotor Lee R. 
Bennington (now with t h ^American Legion /) referred to nage 16| 
of the irector T s testimony on December 9, 19£3, before the 
House Subcommittee on ^nnrooriations and specifically to the 
fourth full naragranh which mentions a chart outlining the 
present tactics of the °ommunist Party in this country and 
also a chart showing the origin and continuity of the Communist 
Party ±fi the United States. 

' x he last naragranh on nage 161 refers to a chart 
shoj ing the national structure of the °ommunist Party and a 
copy of the organizational a^aratus of the °om*runist Party. 

Mr. Pennington stated that the American Legion was 
getting out a manual on °o^munisrh and he thought maybe he might 
be able to use these charts in the event they were not considered 
confidential. * J 




i'hese^charts, of course, did not appear in the printed 
version of the irector's testimony prepared for distribution 
by the Bureau. 'It would anrear, however, that these charts are 
of nonconfidential nature and might well be madf available to 
former Inspector Pennington. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

Since the Bureau might well have use for the charts 
entitled "Origin and Continuity of the Communist Party," 
"Communist ?ar£y, U.S.A. - National Structure" and "Organizational 
Apparatus of the Communist Party, U.S. A. -1953, " it is felt that 
the only one we could possibly allow ^r. Pennington to use would 
be the one entitled "Present Tactics of the Communist Party, 
U.S.A." It is suggested that a cony be made for Mr. ^ennington ! s 
benefit. 

MAJ:rm 

ADDENDUM, KAJsmcq, 3-25-51*.: 






^ 



a 



3 



$ssi 



Inspector Pennington was advised on Karch 23 ej 
of the unavailability of these charts.- . 
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O^fo jS/Lemorandum • united states government 



TO 



*ROM 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. Nichols 
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LETTER DATED^MARCH 16, 1954, ___ — 
FR0M^A.J / AC0NNELL y HEAD OF 
TH&AMERICAN LEGION, TO LEE 



DATEr iforoft IS, • Z954 |tonc 

Clcgg — 
Glavin— 

Harbo — 
Rosen — 
Tracy _ 
Mohr 



/ 



Trotter 

Tinterrowd „ 
Tele. Room — 

Hollo man 

Miss Gaudy — 



—gm-NINGTON 



«***W*ett*W« 



,hrr 



(7 / 



tttrf 



V/hen speaking with former inspector Pennington today 
on other matters, he referred to a letter he had received dated 
March 16 from Connell concerning Bob Considine r s recent column 
propos injijx^po^d^ Mr. Penn ington 

stated that "he desired to talk this matter over with you, perhaps 
tomorrow, and that he was sending' the letter over today so that 
you would have a chance to look it over. 

A typed copy of Connell f s letter has been prepared 
and is attached. It will be noted that Connell suggested to 
Mr* Pennington that the Legion would be the proper organisation 
to get behind this proposed foundation and get it going. 



REC OMMENDA TION : 

For information. 
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HOTEL 
A R D M A 



815 BBAZILIAff AVENUE 
PALM BEACH FLORIDA 



March 16> 1954 



Sear Lee y 

Just read Bob Considine's column quoting an idea of 
Myles Lane about setting up a Foundation to study and explain 
Communism. I think it's terrific and would give the American 
Legion tremendous prestige if we could sponsor such an under- 
taking* We have been in the fore-front of this fight thru 
much of our history and are a natural to undertake such a 
project. 

It would seem to me that both the "pro" and "anti" 
McCarthy forces would welcome the idea. I believe that the 
American people are getting fed up with the entire controversy 
and that they would welcome the setting up of a sound plan 
to study and comment calmly on the wholf problem of Communism. 

Big business and fellows like H. L. Hunt down in 
Dallas might "buy" the idea as a sound long range way of 
setting up a fountain head from which would flow information 
on the world 1 's most controversial subject. 

Wish you would contact Mr. J. Edgar Hoover and find 
out his thinking on the plan and how far we could count on him 
to endorse and work for such a Foundation. I'd "buy" his being 
head of a such an organisation when set up. He undoubtedly 
would have some additional thoughts of his own. 

I had asked Bill Haucle to contact Hoover (with your 
help) to see if he would come out to the N.E.C. meeting in 
May. The Foundation could be his subject. 

We'd try to sell the idea of the Legion making an 
initial donation just as we did to the "Heart Fund". We 
could probably make some contacts with "big business" as to 
their reactions before our May meeting. 

It would be a great boom to Legion membership as we 
need some new project to attract veterans to our standard. 



tftVV. s. c. 



yourself. 



Myles Lane might also be a possibility to appear at 

What's your reaction? 

Kindest personal regards to Mrs. Pennington and 

Sincerely, ' ' ' ' ' 

Art 



3 



• 



y * ■ - 

Inarch 18, 19pi|- 



The Attorney General 

director, F*3I 

ARTICLE EY ALAN BARTB ENTITLED 
"HOW GOOD IS AN FBI RBTOFT" 



I thought you might liki-reto have the 
otLached oopy of the March l£, 19^1, issue of "The 
Firing Line" published by The National Americanism 
Commission of The American Legion* You will note 
that r>agcs. one and two of this publication deal \tfith 
the article by Alan Barth entitled n How Good is an 
FBI Report," whicV» appears in the March, 195b, issue 
of "Harper f s"magazine. 

Attachment 



cc - Mr. William P» Rogers (with cony of attachment) 
Denuty Attorney General 
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OfflCe JS/tffliJi widuttt • UNITED tXAiilS GOVERNMENT 




Tolson. 

Ladd. 



TO * Mr. Ni 
*rom * M. ^yyo)ie 



r/ 



subject: BEQUEST BY LEV PENNINGTON 



<?< * 



date: March 85, 1954^*1* — 

Belmoru^ - 
Clegg, - 

GIavtab7C 

Harbo 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Mohr 

Trotter 

Winterrowd — 
Tele. Room — 

Holloman 

Miss Gandy — 




On the afternoon of March 84, 1954, Zee Pennington, fi 
Director of the Americanism Commission of the^ American Legion,/, 
telephonically contacted Special Agent Donald "0- . SanningZsit 
Prime Reco rds and asked if we could check on one \ I 

I \ Kensina ton. Maryland, for him.. Pennington advised 
he wanted to hire I 1 and if indices were 

negative n he would know \ \ was okay. He advised that \ \ 

the Foreign Operations Administration from May± 



iy$2, to January, 1953, and spent most of that time in Cairo, 
Egypt. 

Indices reflected that we t conducted an International 
Developement Program Applicant Type of inquiry concerning this 
individual in 1958. (188-4418) ^ / /fc ^ , n s? 

A review of this file reflected that the investigation 
concerning this indivi dual f ailed to develop any derogatory 
information concerning 



After checking with Mr. Nichols, Mr. Pennington 
was advised i?hat me had no derogatory information concerning 

. ~'y\t 



T 



RECOMMEND A TION : 

None. For information* 
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(94-1-17998) 
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lo7 iGi J W*™ ?¥*~/4'¥?9f~ 

-tnuvood, loot Virginia 



16^ 



Dear ! f rs* 7ard: 



I hive received your letter oj rty.roh 11^ 1D5* 9 

and I an happy 'bo loam oj the program vhioh the Child 
\ el jar e Ca^Attee of Tito American legion Auxiliary is 
planning for Child eljare Honth* 



* f cny je^ilies have a special tine when they 
discuss matters of interest and problems facing thc~i, and 
X believe that there ia no better time to do Miis than vhil*j 
they arc gathered for the evening acal* larxily discmaions 
pernit parents to becone nor a intimately acquainted Bith 
their children Hw 9 as a result^ riill present nore of their 
problems to *hcir parents* !r:i3 gives adults an opportunity 
to properly counsel their offspring and guide then on the 
path of righteous living* Such instruction will help !:eep 
thc:i froa drifting totnrd lawlessness which is engulfing our 
country today* 



fable blessings are an inportant part of evury neal 
because they are a constant reminder to both pyrenbs and 
children oj 7oti*s presence in the ho~ie and nal:e us nore 
appreciative o^ iuiot He has provided jor us* One oy ^iym ;. 
Javorite blessings which has regained with ne fro:i 'bhil£th$?d 
is : 






MAR Z 2 1954 
MAILED 31 ... 



Blcoa uv Lord, and i:h6ac 'bhy gij^i'" ; 
which wc ?rc abowb to reocivo -through., i 
-thy bauni}Tj > -through Chria-b s our Lord* ' r 



CS"9 



«*? 



Tolsoa _ 

Ladd 

Nichols- 
Belmoac. 
Clegg — 
Glavtn — 
Harbo — 
Rosen — 
Tracy — 
Gearty _ 
Mohr 



J am pleased that you desire uy views in this ^regard, 
and I sincerely hope that they i^ill be of sone snail help in 
naming your progran a success* y\ 



Wintercowd — 
Tele. Room 
Holloman-j; 
Miss Gamfy' _ 

\ * 



Sincerely you£s $ - *^ 

* * ' '3\ Acinar Hostoj- 
NOTE: Bufiles have no derogatory information concerning 
t Mrs* Ward. {£? * J ^ 2s 
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A^liBi£AfeuJ^ALQ^ Auxiliary 

National Headquarters 

-■ - — •"—■ --—'^ft 

Indianapolis 7, Indiana 



Mr. Tblson -, 

Mr. Boardxnffl^ 
Mr. NichWMdr 
\ Mr. BolmteC-l- 

I Mr. Olavin 

[ Mv. Harbo 

*y~?i , 



f M* 

* Mr 




March 11, 195* ^L 

*V '- Mies Gaudy 




Mr. J~.Edgar Hoover 
Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation.,, - t '' 

Washington ,D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover : 

Tl ^fetL 1 n *J^lfg^ ft flQTnml.tt.p-e of The American Legion Auxiliary will 
launchSrnev/ program on April ,lst( Ohild Welfare Month) , aimed 
at maintaining the integrity of the American Home. 

We have named the program , H The Dinner Bell Hour" . Realizing that 
the over-organized lives of both the parents and the children have 
made it almost impossible to have what was once the high light 
of the day ,the evening meal together (from "beginning) to end ) r 
We believe that children need the love that can be best be radiated 
around the dinner table. A relaxed meal ,a discussion of family 
interests. Then, the family would become an entity and the children s 
lives would be gathered into the right channels. 

* Would you be kind enough to share with us a statement of your <- 
\thinking on this program ? Also, a statement as to how it might help 
I curb .Juvenile Delinquency . Would you further add one or two table 
jblessings that you may remember from your child-hood ,that children 

could use before meals ,with your permission to use them in 

furthering this program. 

The first announcement was made by radio ,from Washington Feb. 7th. 
later, as the result of an address I made at the Sheraton Park Hotel 
in Washington, it received excellent press notices throughout the 
United States, Inez Robb , picked it up and devoted her entire 
column to -it on Feb. 15th.* 

We hope that you too, will approve and share in promoting it. 
I know that we ask you for many favors* I remember how well 
you cooperated the year that I was Director of Girls Nation ,1 
know how you help the Legion at all times. In fact, I have just 
read your article ," Where do we stand today with Communism in the 
United States ? ,! and don't we always return to those ,that we know we 
can count on? 





With kindest pe^sorfjil regards 

SinVereTypVours t 
, Jlrs. B.BMard V • v "" ^^htjjlj. 

^National Ohild Welfare) CEairman 
Tfae American Legion Auxiliary,.. 
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Macch 16, 1934 



Hw Lao K. Ycnniagton 

Director 

Jtolional Ata^sficanicm Commio^ion 

Tho American Logion 

ICOG II CtjMot, Horthwdut 

Washington, D* C* 

Boar L$o: 



r 



1 wanted yoa to know how doaply 1 approci&t® 
tha kind invitation which liafi* been extended to me to meet 
with thsj&ational Er&ecutivo Committee of Tha /American 
Logioaia fadiaaapoUn 04 May 2, 3, or 4» 1954. This io 
something u&t 4 certainly would like to do but, unfortunately, 
after ctecking my commitmento, 1 find that I dimply canaofc 
work this into my schedule ac much s.;; I would like to do it. 



//' 



/ 



I hops, howov^r, you will extend to ths Legion 
officials my htsartietrt grcettegn and my ertproafliona of d^ap 
appreciation for the opteudid support v/hich tha Lofjion hun 
given 60 our woxh ovar ths yaara. 



MAR I H 1954 



Y/ith every good wish. 

Sincerely; 



^-/-/•/W^'^^i 
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Tolson 

Ladd 

Nichols 

Bstmoat.,.,, r 

Ctegg 

Glavin 

Harbo .__ 

Rosen , . — 

Tracy 

Laughlin, / ' 

Mohr l\ 

WinterrottdL^- 1 
Tele. Ro).^,. ,' , J 
Hollonian 1 » ' 

<Mr ^ 

_____ . j 



cc: Mr. Jones, Attention: Mr. Hanning »\ 
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April 7, 1954 

T OLSON 
NICHOLS 
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YesteTday, Mr, Arthur jr^Connell, National Commander 
of the American Legion, called to see me, accompanied by former Inspector 
hoe Pennington of this Bureau, The National Commander stated that the 
Executive Committee of the American Legion would be meeting at Indianapolis, }(^ J^ 
Indiana, on May 2, 3, 4, 1954, and he desired to make a personal appeal to me 
to be present on any of those days and appear either on or off the record in 
talking to the Executive Committee of the American Legion, I told tb;j National 
Commander that, as he already knew* I had declined this invitation in li«^i$il^ 
my general policy of not accepting any speaking commitments in view of the" ^ 
dcsr ands upon my time here at Washington. The National Commander asked 
that I at least reconsider this matter and see whether I could possibly be 
present on any of the days above indicated, I desire that a letter be sent to 
the National Commander advising him that I have again reviewed my committ- 
ments at that time and I greatly regret my inability to be present to meet with 
him and the members of the Executive Committee, 

I took the occasion to express my appreciation for the 
excellent cooperation and assistance which the American Legion has been to us over 
the years. The National Commander indicated the continued desire of the Legion 
to work closely with the FBI. 

> 

During the course of the visit of the National Commander, 
he spoke to me about a suggestion which had recently been made by Ivir. Myles 
Lane i former U, S. Attorney at New Vork, which was referred wo in a column 
by Bob Considine dealing with the idea of forming a*" foundation which could make 
a study of Communism and to which persons could turn for information about 
Communism* The National Commander stated he thought this suggestion had 
some merit and wondered what I thought about the same. 

I told the National Commander that there was no doubt a 
need for information concerning Communism which, of course, could not be 
furnished by any Governmental agency but that I questioned seriously the 



Mr. Tolton- 

Mr.Bowdman — desirability of forming a foundation to serve this purpose in view of the many 
Mr! BeiroontZZcbmplex problems that entered into the operation of a foundation. 

Mr, Glavin .,,,,- , 
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i stated to the National Commander that I Ihcraght the 
American Legion, through, its regular program of educational wurfe. might 
have certain studies and research mad« up oa which pamphlets could be 
prepared for dissemination dealing with the problem of C^mimi^ii#» ami the 
various aspects a&d background of it. He stated that he thought thi« wouM 
be worthy of farther consideration by the Legion. 



Very truly ycHftre* 

Cx\ ^ ; >*." ■....;.'; 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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subject: ARTHUB J. CONNELL 

NATIONAL COMMANDER OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
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SYNOPSIS: 
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Arthur J. Connelly National Commander of the American 
Legion j has an appointment to see the Director at 10:30 A.M., 
April 6, 1954. Connell born July 17, 1398, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Received A.B. degree from Harvard in 1917. Veteran of World War I. 
Married January 16, 1924, and only child killed in 1943. Has risen 
through ranks of American Legion until elected National Commander 
in September, 1953. Investigated by Bureau in Winter of 1953 at 
request of Foreign Operations Administration. Investigation 
reflected no derogatory data. Contacts with Mr. Connell have been 
infrequent but cordial. Director declined invitations to address 
National Executive Committee in September, 1953, and one scheduled 
for May, 1954. 



RECOMMENDATION : 

None. For information only. 

The following invitations have been declined from National Headquarters in recent 
years: 



National Executive Committee, Indianapolis 

National Executive Committee 

Department Commanders Adjutants 

National Executive Committee Banquet 

35th Annual National Convention at St. Louis 

National Security Commission 

33rd Annual National Convention, Miami 



cc - Mr. Nichols 
cc - Tour Room 
cc - Telephone Room . 
cc - Mr. Holloman 



May 2-4, 1954 
October 15-17-1953 
October 12-13, 1953 
October 16, 1953 
August 31, 1953 
January 26, 1953 
October 15, 1951 
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Memorandum to MrfQfichols ^^>1 3, 1954 

PURPOSE; 

Mr. Connell is scheduled to see the Director at 10:30 A.M* 
on April 6, 1954. The following is a brief summary of pertinent 
data in Bureau files concerning Mr. Connell* 

BACKGROUND* 

Arthur J\ Connell was born on July 17, 1898, in Boston , 
Mass achu setts* ue~dtt"eKd;ed Phillips MixWfeflcaSemy from 1913 Ho 
~T§16 and Harvard University from 1917 until February 28, 1921, 
when he received an A.B. degree* 

Connell served in World War' I in the U. S. Navy. On 
January 13, 1924, he married Patricia Finlay and the only child of 
of this marriage was killed at the age of 18 in 1943 when a truck 
struck their summer home. His younger brother, Richard, was killed 
at Omaha Beach during the invasion of France. He has risen through 
the ranks of the American Legion from Post Commander to National 
Commander. He is President and Treasurer of clothing firms in 
Middletown and Banbury, Connecticut, and Vice President of the 
George H. Ellis Company of Boston, a printing firm. He is Vice 
President of the Greater Middletown Community Chest and served for 
seven years as Chairman of Selective Service Board 33 at 
Middletown, Connecticut. He was elected National Commander of the 
American Legion in September, 1953. (124-8329 -Serial 1 and 
94-l-l?998-Serial 1023) 

INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES : 

By letter dated December 2, 1953, the Fotelgt Operations 
Administration requested the Bureau to investigate Mr. Connell, who 
was being considered for appointment n to a highly sensitive position 
with this Administration.^ The investigation failed to reflect 
any derogatory information. (124-8329) 

CONTACTS WITH BUREA U: 

By letter dated July 20, 1942, Mr. Connell, then former 
Commander of the American Legion r s Department of Connecticut, wrote 
the Director and commended the fine work being done by the Bureau 
and the excellent relations he enjoyed with our New Haven Office. 
This letter was cordially acknowledged by the Director on July 29, 
1942. (94-1 -29688-1) 

Following his election to the post of National Commander 
of the Legion, the Director wrote Mr. Connell congratulating him on 
his election and this letter was cordially acknowledged by 
Mr. Connell on September 15, 1953, at which time he asked the 
Director to address the National Executive Committee meeting in 
October, 1953. This invitation was cordially declined by the 
Director on September 21, 1953. (94-1-17998-1030) 
The Director has also declined to address the National Executive 
Committee in Indianapolis on May 2, 1954+ 
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Mr. Nichols A P ril 8 > 1 951|. 

M.A, Jones 

REPRINT OF DIRECTOR'S ARTICLE ENTITLED 
"WERE DO WE STAND TODAY WITH COMMUNISM IN 
THE UNITED STJSTES" PROM THE MARCH, 19^» 
ISSUE OP THEQfl MERI CAN LEGION MAGAZINE 



•v V. 



' / / "*■- r 

' ' ■ While calling on other matters this morning, former ' 

Inspector Lee Pennington stated that Senator rfilliam E. enner's 
office could use as ^any conies of the attached repnfht as the 
Bureau could make available. Aparently a Miss Somes in the 
office of Richard Arends had made the request of former Inspector 
Pennington. Mr. Pennington stated that he could also use is 
■ additional conies. H e felt that Senator' Jenner could use as y*. 

many a 1.000 conies if we had them. ^ 

(900) -^ 

The Bureau's supply is down to 500 copies at this time. Nfc 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That we reprint 2,000 copies of this pamphlet and make 
1,000 conies available to Senator Jenner and £00 to Mr. Pennington. 

Attachment 
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Mr, Tolson 



L B. Nichols 




NITED olAlBS GOVERNMENT 



DATBt 



April '3, MM 





„* Tracy 
Gc*n>' 
Mohr . 

Wtnitrrowd - 
t t-» * .- t __ 1-111 i -i Tele, Rt»om 

Lee Pennington called. He m turn had had a call irtv Hoiio»» 

the Nationiii Commander of the~"American Legion who was very regretful MissCandv" 

over the fact that the Director could not appear before the annual meetn^ ^--v-^ * 
of the Executive Board of the American Legion in Indianapolis Lee C**&9Jf& 

stated that since these meetings will be off -the -record, behind closed doors ^J 

ai*d represent such a wonderful opportunity, the National Commander uor.dered, 
* since the Director could not come, if he could send an assistant to discuss 
^ the subject of Communism He assured that the meeting would be off-tLe- 
| recordo Lee wondered if this would be possible and pointed out he thought 
it would be very advantageous from the Bureau's standpoint if someone 
could come out I told Lee we were pretty shorthanded, that I would have t ) 
do a little checking, but I sort of had m\ doubts but would let him kn <w, 
Lee then asked if I could not come „ I told him I was swamped and we ^ >uhi 
survey the situation and see' if somebodv could be made available. 



Supervisor J F c Condon and Suptrvisor Herman O. Bly oi 
the Domestic Intelligence Division have been making a few appearances* I 
have always been very favorably impressed with Herman Bl> ♦ He makes a 
good appearance and I think that if he had a carefully prepared outline before 
he went out there, he could handle such an assignment with competence* Blv 
recently appeared before an ONI group, presumably for a two-ho^ r lecture, 
following several Navy speakers, ou the subject of Communism, When Bly 
started in he found they had very little knowledge and instead of a 2-ho it 
lecture, delivered a 4-hour lecture with excellent results,, 

Supervisor Condon likewise makes a good appearance and 
according to reports which I have received does a good job. I would favor 
Supervisor Herman Bly because I think he could handle such a meeting more 
effectively « We could have Bly prepare an outline which we could carefully 
go over prior to his going out* Accordingly, I would recommend thatjBIy bb 
designated, {f - .*-* r% ' 1r ■ '«»- -" ^iA. / -~ ' / *'/ /' *' * J '" \f 
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LeeJPennington called t/advise that Arthur/j7 'Connell, National 
Cprngaaade* of fog-American Legion/Middktown, Connecticut, desired to see the 
Director on Tuesday, April 6, 1954. I mentioned this to the Director and an 
appointment was made for Connell to come in to see the Director at 10:30 a.m. 
/Tuesday morning. I confirmed this with Pennington. Mr. Jones has been 
Irequested to get up a summary memorandum. 

It is entirely possible, according to Pennington, that Connell might 
bring up the invitation which the Director has already declined to address the National 
Executive Committee of the American Legion in Indianapolis, Indiana, May 2, 1954. 

* J 

J / A 



cc - Mr. Holloman 
cc - Mr. Jones 
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TO 
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Director, FBI 

$AC, New York (136-00) 



DATE: V21/54 







r /v 



advised the 

certain information. 



POSSIBLE. INFILTRATION OP AMERICAN 
LEGION, FtlRNISHED BY DR* DAVID CLARK 
CABEEN, CHAIRMAN, AMERICANISM 
COMMITTEE, NEW YORK COUNTY 
ORGANIZATION OP AMERICAN LEGION, 
500 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK 



On 3/23/54 BR* DAVID CLARkNcABEM telephonical^r I # 
e NYO that he was desirous $0 make available v ,6 K m -J 



/b6 
b7C 






] interviewed CABEEN" at 



-0^ 



On 3/25/^4 „SA I 
the NYO. CABEEN advised he resides at 530 East 23rd Street, 
NYC and is retired. CABEEN related he was a former professor 
at the University of Nebraska and other schools. Although 
he is presently retired, CABEEN related he is working on a 
seven volume book series, a French bibliography. In 
conversation CABEEN related he is listed in the "Who's Who 
Of America." 

CABEEN stated he is a member of the Seventh Regiment 
Post of the American Legion, Armory, NYC, and Is presently Chairman 
of the Americanism Committee of the NY County organization 
off the American Legion, 500 Park Avenue, NY 22, NY. 

CABEM related the following: /)/ 

LOUIS J.\naPTALISON of i|ij.O East 23rd Street, NY 10, 
NY, is an attorney employed by the NY State Labor Arbitration 
Bureau. NAFTALISON 1$ a Vice Commander Of the NY County 
organization of the American Legion and is a past commander 
of the General Duffy Post, Peter Cooper Village, NYC. CABEEN 
stated he feels that NAFTALISON is the "hatchet man* for the 
Anti-Defamation League. CABEEN further stated NAFTALISON in 
his own American Legion Post has attacked the national* 
operations of the American Legion on Americanism as expressed 
in "The Firing' Line 1 * as being un-American. CABEEN. stated 
NAFTALISON also attacked his program of Americanism in the 
county organization. .% M \ v 

y % v *- v *21b APR 22 1954 
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Letter to Director 
NY 136-00 



CABEEN believes that NAFTALISON possibly has 

could be a hidden Communist, but what he, NAFTALX&ow , xs 
attempting to do is more dangerous that what a Communist 
cou!d doffor on the surface NAFTALISON is not a Communist. 

CABEEN related in 19^2 a reported Communist, name 
unknown, had attempted to Join the General Duffy Post and 
SaFTALISON as Commander had objected and went to court to 
provt a Communist can not be a ^ei^^L^ilt^hat all 
reported Communist from membership. CABE f **^LSf t ttl 
the NYC newspapers carried this matter and CABEEN feels that 
NAFTALISON might have done this In order to establish an anti- 
Communis t position. 

CABEEN could not definitely state what NAFTALISON'S 5 
Mllcles ar e for he says he is a very clever man. However, 
?n gen^rairCABEM statld NAFTALISON is against the «£io«l 
Americanism policy of the American Legion. At meetings 01 < 
Se county o?ganiL?ion NAFTALISON objects, force * laws, and 
attempts to postpone any steps the county organization might 
contemplate taking in regard to their Americanism program. 

CABEEN further stated that FRANCIS HERBERT, Commander 
of the GenefafiuS^ost, 1953, and «0 ? ^/ilSON 
active in the Veterans of Foreign Wars, believe that NAJ IAI^ujm 
h«r^ossiblv infiltrated the Legion in order to change its 
policies. CABEEN stated that NAFTALISON as Vice Commander is 
next in line troe Commander of the county organization. 

CABEEN stated that Brigadier -General ROBERT CONDON 
of the Air F^rce is the unofficial boss of the American Legion 
?n NYC, and that he and others intend to fl ff%J h g* ™f™ £gL 
t~+ «™J,-tTiftfce NAFTALISON to be Commander and if CONDON is going 
S no£afe%Ka£lsS™ CABEEN stated tfcey are going to go to 
the Pentagon in order to stop it. 

Legion, Room 809, £00 Park Avenue,, NYC. 
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Letter to Director 
NY 136-00 

CABEEN stated RESNI-COFF is presently the Vice 
Chairman of the Americanism Committee of the county organization 
and is past Commander of United Manhattan Post #9. CABEEN 
stated he feels that RESNI-COFF'S objective is to defeat the 
policies of the Legion on Americanism as defined in "The Firing 
Line*" For example, CABEEN stated the American Legion is 100^ 
behind the policies of the New York "Journal American 1 ' and the 
Hearst papers in regard to Americanism and that RESNI-COFF 
would be one that would be against the policies of the "Journal 
American" and the Hearst papers concerning Americanism. 

CABEEN stated that RESNI-COFF is a troublemaker 
and sabotages the American Legion objectives on Americanism. 
CABEEN placed RESNI-COFF in the same category as NAFTALISOU. 
CABEEN stated that RESNI-COPP is a firm supporter of NY Senator 
LEHMAN and nominated LEHMAN to receive the 1954- Americanism 
Award of the American Legion. CABEEN stated his cand ^te 
for the 19514. Americanism Award of the Legion is J. B. MATTHEWS, 
former chief investigator with Senator JOSEPH MC CARTHY. 

CABEEN stated that MEYER POSES, 11 West l£nd Street, 
NYC, who resides at kkl East 20th Street, NY 10, NY, is 
present Commander of the General Duffy Post and a Vice 
Chairman on the Americanism Committee of the county organization, 
CABEEN stated that he did not believe POSES is a Communist, 
but that he is a "New York Post Liberal 1 * and an "American 
For Democratic Action type of fellow," who CABEEN feels 
should not represent the American Legion on a policy level. 
CABEEN did not feel that POSES is 100$ behind the Americanism 
program of the American Legion. 

CABEEN furnished the name of HARRY i3J-M0N, Ujlp. 
Broadway, NYC, as presently being a member of J?*^ Americanism 
Committee of-^he NY County organization. CABEEN stated that 
SIMON shouts insults at the meeting and generally obstructs 
the objectives of the Americanism Committee. He did not 
believe that SIMON is a Communist. 

CABEEN in conclusion stated that he had no legal 
evidence against any of the foregoing persons, but it is a 
feeling of his, as a result of being in contact with them in 
the Legion. CABEEN related that he and other members felt 
it was not beyond the realm of possibility that certain 
persons might try to influence the policies of the Legion. 
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Letter to Director 
NY 136-00 

CABEEN was advised that this Bureau is always 
interested in receiving information concerning Communists, 
but by an Executive Order of the Attorney General of the 
United States is precluded from making any information 
available to non-governmental organizations. 

The following information, contained in the NYO, 
relative to the individuals mentioned-above appears to be 
identifiable with them. 

LOUIS J. NAFTALISON 

A clipping from the "New York Herald Tribune," a 
daily newspaper, on 2/16A9 related that SIDNEY RSI TER 
resigned as a member of the General Duffy Post #1^ of the 
American Leeion after he admitted he was a Communist* The 
SsfagalnsfRllM began in 19M> when LOUIS J. ^PTALISON 1 
said he saw REITER distributing copies of the "Daily Worker. 

NAFTALISON was developed as an American Legion 
informant on l/29/Sl by this office at which tj^e he advised 
he was Post Commander of American Legion Post #112j.l and that 
he was presently employed by the NY State Department of 
Labor as a Senior Referee on the Unemployment Insurance 
Appeal Board. 



MEYER POSES 



OTHER National Lawyers Guild v. Attorney General, 7 7 Civ. 999 



Hearings before a Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Appendix, Part 9, Page 1133, reflect that an 
undated exhibit of the Lawyers* Security League, 38 Park Row, 
NY, NY listed MEYER POSES, not otherwise identified, as 
Secretary of the organization. 
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The above is for the information of the Bureau 
and UACB no further action will be taken by the NY0» 
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HOUSE RESOLUTIONS 4422 AND 4581 
FEBRUARY 1948 




Miss Gandy. 




o 



Mr* LeeftPennington now with the A ^rican^ L^Jt&iL>^ ^ h '' 
1608 K St* N.W., called Agent Medler ancTre quested that in 
the event we had extra copies of the captioned House Resolutions 
we furnish him one copy of same. 

He also requested one copy if available of the Dies 
Committee Report on Labor of 1947 and OPA, 1945-46* 
Mr. Pennington advised that when he left the Bureau he 
furnished to the Records Section personally owned copies of 
these reports. He stated he has need for ih is material 
and would appreciate receiving cvpies if available. We 
have located House Resolutions 4428 and 4581, but have been 
unsuccessful in locating an extra copy of the OPA and Labor 
Reports. We are continuing our search for the latter 
mentioned. 



ACTION TAKEN: 

No Qdtion has been taken thus far to furnish anything 
ito Mr. Pennington, but if the Bureau approves, one copy of 
'House Resolutions 4432 and 4581 will be forwarded to him. 
It is also requested that in the event we are successful in 
locating the other reports that a decision be rendered at this 
ime as to whether or not these should be furnished. 
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COiMftDNI^T "PARTY, USA 
IS-C 



date; April 26, 

. - ;i9 t: 4 ' 



lolsoa 



/ 



; Rospo >__ 

; Trtcy iL;i_ 
ftfohf ' ;:■'- 

: ^ ,;,"iT/«*er 

A HqUoamq 
7 MissGiodf 
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pursuant to the memorandum "om Mr. L.B.V\ r ick0ll-'' ' 
to Mr. Tolson dated A^ril 13, 195&, t, re- is- attached ' 

1 herewith a proposed outline of a £ h r speech to he de 
livered by Supervisor Herman 0. Bxy at n off-the-record, 



^'behind closed doors meeting of the Exec ;ive Board of the 
^ Aweriaanjgglon *» Indianapolis 



^-USiLJjeglQn in Indianapolis on; Sunn ;• afternoon Hay 2, 



__ >to . . ■ .'..:'■-■■"■■ ' : fV 

This speech is designed 'to be *;.iely, interesting, \^ 
informative an?l yet not be controversial >r disclose any TvVl 
information or a real confidential naturt . It will bring vV 
basic information of the Coznnunist menace *,o ' <. -r^ap of \K 1 
men dedicated to fi^ht against this athei: 1c w^at to 
tne free v/orld. I 



RSCCi:;^,D,vT"0N: 

It is recommended that this pernor: 
to Kr. Nichols. if approved, the ^r-iech wi- 
land delivered, brried on this outline. 
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TM COMMtt^IST ■ MSSfAfi* . -r -"■; . •-;-• 
A • The OoinmuiiJtBlS Blueprint 



1. 
2. 




Last; stat eraent of Cowiainist JJealt'esto.^^fe. ;^ l r A 

S t at ©tJien t ^ > ■ '^^^ * ^ A i p s & £ . a , ':frt>^ati^4±&tk~ ! A 



in'currenv C^.T^JU coristlfl^la^r; 
that Party Is ba.sed;.en Marxi;st-Lo^iuiefc; : || k : \ 
principle's. ":'"• \ .- ;V . j: - : r" 
Give a few saleot.'ed -statements* froj: t$£* pfco-j 
of the CoDimunist -international adopted ; 
ber 1> il928, to ^s^v'l'bi^ ■priMfnXo-3*\\*4^': 
Set f^th'a fev; excerpt© #oS- * Stalih $$$ 
o f Hay 6 , 1 929 , on. the tasks of t he > : .]km -r*j 
Co:tn\mist Party, 

Give the 8 basic ideas of Cotr^unlsni. 
Point out that C.P.tf.S.iU constitution -&arr.i^*^^S^i 
statement, "the coi'amunist Party therefore. v &du*«^;** : 
the wincing class, in the- course of. its _ d-ay-^^f;^' 
day struggles for its historic mission, the \ ''"'::■:;.. v 
establishment of Socialism." . . ;: ; : ; 

Statements of extremely revolutionary nature ^ ": 
made, by William z. Foster, head of C .P.IJ.S.A:* • 

(a) Statements .before Pish C oattnitt.ee in :, 
December 1930 re: "Red Flag, etc ♦" \ ; 

(b) Statement in "'Toward a Soviet America 1 * \ ';" : 
published in 1932 as to what would take i^ 
place when the dictatorship of prole tar !«,$', 
is established in U % 3 . : . ."-.,;::<: 

(c) March 3,. 19U9, statement, that in 'cft*^. ' If! 
of war between U.S. and Soviet Unibav v '- ¥% 
Communists' Would cooperate with alt ■ \,;^: ; ^ 
democratic' farces to defeat predatory,-,, ,<\;; 
war aimn of American imperialism, J3tc»' 

(d) Cable of condolences of C«P.? T «3*.A. . t^K ^Pf 
Central CornMttee of C. P. of the'-Sf«ii%-> : V-;-: ^ 
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TO 



FROM 



Mr . To Is on 



L. B. Nichols 






eAiBii^iil 26.,' Its* 



SUBJECT 



■■<#' 




Former Inspector Lee ft, F«tnnington of th e 'American t^yirttt 
tias asked if the Bureau could possibly have one of its tr***lfc|or* acquainted 

with Bulgarian look over the attached letter addressed i*#fat Managhatt of _ 
New Orleans . Lee Pennington explained that Mat Managhan is the Department 
Adjutant of the headquarters of the American Legion in JU^siana at Nffw Orlean* 
and was extremely helpful to the Bureau several years ago when the Director 
was interested in obtaining some detailed information on the then Huey Long HF ' 
machine m Louisiana. Pennington *tat*d an exact translation was not necessar^ x? 
but would be appreciated if the Bureau could hejp by giving the gi st of what this ™ 

letter is about. \ 

\ 



Cj/'/^l 



It is suggested in view of Pennington's active cooperation with 
the Bureau that the Translation' Unit look over the letter and I will see that the 
translation is relayed back to Pennington. 



cc - Mr. Tarnm 
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April 28, 1954 
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Mr, Lee R. Pennington 
The American Legion 
1608 K Street s Northwest 
Washington 6^ ©. C* 

Dear Lee: 

I am returning the material you received 
from Matt Managhan of New Orleans, -.ogeU/^r with a 
translation of the letter. 



With best wishes* 



End&osur§3 (3) 



Sincerely, 

'•"A 
John, J* ' :Gulre 



Tolson 

Nichols , . 
Pcliront 

C>ldvii> _. _ 
Harho 
Rosen 
Irflcy . 
Wttebl 
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Recorder q^^/^f/) <jf-o :^'£ 
iNoiXED-42 ^ ■:> : . :^ . ;: ;; ' . : "'[ ; ' '" ; - : /&0f 

.; Director ^V : - ■;:■.■" 
;■".■.; '■_' ^National Amerkamim Commission" .'"."'"■■"■'■'■ 
The American Region ":. 
■ ■ 1608 K Street* Nor&weW ' 

-■'■■■■'■.■-.'. Waahingtoii, D» G* 



T61aon__ 

»ehols_ 

ffliaviin 



*»U., Rm,_ 
Hollonian_ 



Dear 3u#e^ 



: Mick fe&# called to my attention your 
letter of Itoy 4tti, .;.';.■<-' 

I dee'piy aff reciate your conttmiiei inter eat 
in ail "of our activities*, and I cf rtaialy was glad to know. 
that yo& thought sufficiently watt of my article which appaaroi 
in the March issue of Hie American Legion jaaine to 
give it the distribution you did* 

With best wi#h#» and kind regarde,- 

.-" Sincerely you*** : | 



cc - Mr. Jones 

' ' a'' ' ' 
IiBN:ptm*, w 
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The American Leoton 



NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMISSION 
INDIANAPOLIS. IND. 



OFFICE OF THE 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR 



May k, 195^ 



1*992-49 




Mr. Louis Nichols 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue, iff. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Nick: 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of The Director's 
questions and answers which appeared in The^mgrican^ 
Legion Magazine in March of 195*b which have "been dis- 
seminated by The American Legion in Pennsylvania. 

Cxi 1 . 1 -' •' ■- ' 

Two hundred thousand (200,000) copies of this 

have been printed and distributed to schools throughout 
the State. 



Sincerely yours, 



End. 1 




R. PENNINGTON, Director 
National Americanism Commission 
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WHERE DO WE STAND TODAY 
WITH COMMUNISM IN THE 
UNITED STATES?' 



By I. EDGAR HOOVER 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 



^^uestion: Has there been a decline in recent years in the 
number of communists in the United States? 



JlStver: Yes. In January, 1947, there were approxi- 
mately 74,000 members of the Communist Party in the 
United States. In July, 1948, the top twelve Communist 
Party leaders were indicted on charges of violation of the 
Smith Act. This was the first legal action instituted against 
the top leadership of the Communist Party. In January, 
1949, party membership was approximately 54,000., On 
October 14, 1949, the Communist Party leaders were found 
guilty. As of December 31, 1949, party membership 'num- 
bered less than 53,000. On June 25, 1950, the war in Kore,a 
began; and on September 23, 1950, the Internal Security 
Act of 1950, which called for the registration of all com- 
munist action organizations, went into effect. By Decem- 
ber 31, 1950, party membership in the United States num- 
bered less than 44,000. On June 4, 1951, the Smith Act was 
upheld constitutionally, and during the summer of 1951, 
additional communist leaders were indicted under this 
act. By January, 1952, party membership totaled less than 
32,000; and as of September 30, 1953, it numbered approxi- 
mately 24,000. That is a decrease of 50,000 members, or 
about two-thirds of the total membership, since January, 
1947. 

^=£ uestion: Has there been a correspond' 
ing decline in communist influence in the 
United States? 



nswer: I would not say that communist influence 
has declined in direct ratio to the decrease in members/ 
The influence of the communist movement can never be 
determined in terms of members. iMany of the members 
who have dropped out of the Communist Party are still 
sympathetic with some of the aims of the party and can 
still be counted on to assist in certain phases of party work. 
The large number of members who have defected or have 
been expelled in recent years does not represent the most 
influential or the most devoted members. Those who now 



remain in the Communist Party are essentially the real 
nucleus of hard-core communists who are devoted to 
Marxism-Leninism and are willing to obey any party in- 
structions. Essentially they are the members who were 
the most influential six years ago. The party still has its 
publications, its schools and its fellow travelers. On the 
other hand, the prosecution and incarceration of the lead- 
ing functionaries have forced the current leadership under- 
ground,* which has hurt their effectiveness. Public exposure 
has neutralized the influence of many other members. These 
factors have been a damaging blow to the over-all influence 
of the party. 

^£ uestion: What has been the greatest 
blow suffered by the communists in this 
country in recent years? 

nswer: Unquestionably, the greatest blow they 
have suffered has been the successful prosecution by the 
Government of over 60 of their leaders for violation of ' 
the Smith Act. This has deprived the party of much of 
its most powerful leadership, disrupted many of its opera- 
tions and heavily drained its financial resources. It has ' 
thrown confusion, uncertainty and fear into the rank-and- 
file membership. It has made them realize how thoroughly 
they have been investigated for a long period of time and 
how closely their, activities have been observed, with the 
result that they have gone underground and have invoked 
such strict security measures among the membership that 
they cannot operate nearly so effectively as in past years. 
It has revealed to them that some of their most trusted; 
comrades were actually informants for the Government* 
which has created suspicion and distrust of their associates. 
It has caused many of the less devoted Marxists to drop 
out of the party, and some of them to make a full dis- 
closure to the FBI of their knowledge of communist, activi- 
ties. It has turned the spotlight on the communist con-? 



* Reprinted with permission of The American Legion Magazine, March, 1954. 
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spiracy'^agaifist this c6untry,"so that the American public 
has now seen it in true perspective and has, taken an en- 
Hghteried ^stand- against this^foreignrinspired menace." This 
positive action by' the Government Has been and continues 
to be a staggering, blow to the Communist Party. . - 



uestion: What is our greatest present 
danger from American communism? 

nswer: So long as public opinion is" aroused and 
tjiere is widespread resistance to communist infiltration 
the greatest danger lies in the moment of great emergency 
which would arise should the Soviets try a "Pearl Harbor" 
sneak attack. Then, by disrupting our defense program, they 
could do us the most damage. It is of utmost importance to 
the security of our nation that we maintain a constant state 
of preparedness to repel successfully any attack and to* 
deal swiftly and effectively with any aggressor. Any break- 
down in our productive ability would imperil our national 
security now, and would create a crucial situation in the 
event of open hostilities. For that reason we must' take 
every -precaution to safeguard -our productive might. 



uestion: Do you think the public has 
been getting a fair picture of the danger 
fr.om-communists tvithin this country? 

flSWeri Tfeel that the press, radio, television and 

Sngressiorial investigating committees have done much 

in recent years to educate the public as to the nature, 

operations and objectives of communism; and the educa- 

_ tional.pjrogram of The American Region has been particu- 

""fariyejfectiye? -""*** 

uestion: Do you think the public now 
ujTderstands and appreciates the danger? 

i r»- ^ .";;,,.- ' . \-:, * • » 

TlSWer S^ Those who are interestedVin -learning about 
ie: cpmmunist.rnenace have certainly had the opportunity 
to become better informed during -recent years; but; of 
-course, there are many people who -are apathetic about 
the 'danger and* consequently have little- or no understand- 
ing of it; ««-;...- 



uestion: Because of the Korean War 
most Americans now recognize the over- 
all menace of armed aggression. They 
also know- thai Soviet spies have been at 
worhdjn, this country. However, ,i$ it not 
true that most Americans are hazy when 
it comes to communist fronts, how they 
operate, and what should be done about 
them? 

JjflkTlSIVer t .The fact that- there arc s6 many commu- 
nist front groups now operating in the United States 



leaves no doubt that many Americans have not checked 
into the underlying purpose* arid' nature of such organiza- 
tions before' becoming affiliated with them. 

Communist front groups are organizations of a*disguised 
character which the Communist Party uses to further its 
aims. They would appear on the surface not to be under 
communist control, and their ostensible objectives would 
seem to be entirely legitimate. Only in this way can they 
attract the support of many individuals who would not 
openly uphold a known Communist Party program. 

Front groups are particularly valuable to the Communist 
Party as a recruiting field for potential party members, 
as a source of funds, as a pressure group advocating a par- 
ticular communist program and 

as a means of disseminating communist 
propaganda. They are established either 
by actually organizing a new group 
. , t .. around a particular issue or by infiltrat- 
ing* a legitimate existing organization. 
* " Among' those who participate in front 
groups are open Communist Party mem- 
. bers, concealed communists, fellow 
* travelers*, and communist sympathizers. 
, ;i ., . • * : Legal action has been taken with re- 
, . . . .spect to .such .organizations. The In- 
,,.,„ .. . ternal t Security Act of 1950 provides 
.<. -that Organizations determined by the 
. * r Subversive Activities Control Board to 
-,„■ ^ - be -communist front organizations, and 
> • / .» , officers of these organizations, must 
's V ■„ register: with the, Attorney General; and 
,-„..--, certain restrictions are placed upon such 
, . organizations and persons. The Subver- 
~ , ,. sive, Activities Control Board has been 
;.*..--..-.. holding hearings on certain organiza- 
r „ ■ t tionson the Attorney General's list, to 
••; -, /det;ermme whether they are communist 
front, organizations within the provi- 
sions of this Act. 
.; T i4: ,-,^ It, is.highly important that any person 
, ^.'\ l_ -"Stop, Look and Listen" before he al- 
;. V. *°* vs his -name to be used by any newly 

created organization with whose aims 
he is not completely familiar. 

Q. You have often predicted that the 
.-. . -■• . communists would go underground 
when things became hot. With public 
" resentmeiTft increasing, hasn't there been 
a general movement from open com- 
munist organizations to more or less 
nebulous front. organizations? 

t - ■ • -- a. -Very definitely. Almost all Com- 
munist Party activity is being carried 
•l -? ' 'on in a disguised- -manner. Many of the 
* . ; top^ leaders* arid most trusted members 

-'- * of the "party have gone underground, 
" . /; -and- the* rank-and-file membership carry 
. * .on party activities through communist 
front organizations- and even through 
-infiltrating legitimate organizations. For 
example, under party instructions they 
have joined Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tions, church, civic and similar groups 
in which you would not expect to find 
them. They are- transferred to different 
sections of the country where they as- 
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sume fictitious names and backgrounds 
arid infiltrate unsuspecting groups and 
right-led labor unions in order to fur- 
ther the communist program. There- 
fore it will be increasingly difficult for 
unsuspecting citizens to. detect commu- 
nist influence in organizational activities. 
Q. This, then, means a tougher prob- 
lem for Americans since the fight moves 
into a twilight zone. Issues are confused, 
and the public is confusetL How can 
communism, be fought most effectively 
in America today? 

A. I have always felt that an alert, in- 
formed citizenry is our most potent 
weapon against communism. The vast 
majority of Americans are ■ patriotic, 
loyal citizens. They abhor treachery, 
deceit and any forces which would de- 
prive us of our freedom and- democratic 
liberties, and will not long tolerate the 
perpetuation. of such evils. Through the 
schools, churches, press and radio, the 
public should be given the facts about 
communism. Not through demagOguery 
or appeal to their prejudices and fears, 
but through a clear, factual, truthful 
presentation, the public should continue 
to be informed of the real purposes, ob- 
jectives, loyalties and methods of oper- 
ation of the Communist Party. Because 
communist strategy is based on deceit 
and its true motives are concealed, com- 
munism cannot flourish under the spot- 
light of truth. The. more fully it be- 
comes exposed to- the public eye, "the 
more limited becomes its area of effec- 
tive operations and the more restricted 
the number of people who will be 
duped into serving its evil purposes. 

Along with informing the public of 
the truth concerning communism, and 
publicly exposing it as the foreign-in- 
spired conspiracy that it is, another 
effective method of fighting commu- 
nism is by prosecuting communists for 
violations of Federal law. 

Q. Where can the private citizen go 
to get authentic information about or- 
ganizations and individuals he suspects? 

A. To determine the organizations 
which have been designated by the At- 
torney General. pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450, one should either con- 
tact the Department of Justice or refer 
to issues of the "Federal Register" dated 
May 12, 1953, July 21, 1953, and Octo- 
ber 6, 1953, which contain all designa- 
tions by the Attorney General up to 
September 25, T953. The fact that a 
particular organization does not appear * 
on the Attorney-GeneraPs list, however, 
does not necessarily mean that the or- 
ganization is clear of subversive influ- 



.ence. Actually that organization. rhay 
be under investigation, , and an individ- 
ual should be careful of what organiza- 
tions he joins and should. keep' his. eyes 
open to detect communist influence. 
With regard to obtaining authentic in- 
fprmation about individuals he suspects 
as being communists, , there is no one 
single source to which .he -can go "to 
obtain complete 'information/ The FBI 
must necessarily* .keep' the contents. of 
its files' confidentiaL. , - ■ „ 
. ,Q. How can the ^individual .assist the 
FBI in its investigation, of subversive 
.activities?, " v * , . ",,.,, 

. A. By voluntarily furnishing any 'in- 
formation he may have concerning sub- 
versive ^ activities,^ the FBI,.and;by co- 
operating jn' any, way" he^ can when 
requested to. by the FBI, .the individual 
is not only jrenderingf-valuable^assistance 
but .is. also measuring up to.- the respon- 
sibilities of good .citizenship. . * .. - 
, Q. .Specifically, : i£ a person, feels, he.has 
valuable information,; ho>v should he go 
aboutofferirig it? :. , - 

' A. He* can' write-to me personally^; he 
can go in person to the?* nearest field 
office* o£. the FBI; or: he. can call the 
nearest-' field officer and- arrange for a 
Special Agent to : contact ?him,- The tele- 
phone number of the -appropriate ; &BI 
Office is. listed- on the first -page-bf all 
.telephone-directories. He can * be - cer- 
tain -that 'his. assistance*** is appreciated 
'and that his identity -will-be kept con- 
fidential* if he so desires: "" l *"» ' ■* > 
< Q. There-is ascertain amount of -con- 
fusion in. the public mind ^concerning 
the functions of .the FBI." Sox&e people 
feel that t*we should *not- permit "Gdn- 
gress to ^go < after alleged subversives 
since this is a "function of* the; TBI." 
Others maintain that the FBI could 
round up all the subversives in the coun- 
try on short notice; therefore, what are^ 
we worrying about? 

For the record, will you explain just 
-What the FBI can do artif what it is not 
permitted to do? ... 

A. By Presidential directives, legisla-, 
tive enactments and instructions of the 
Attorney General the FBI has trie re-; 
sponsibility'of investigatihg espionage, 
sabotage; subversive activities and re- 
lated domestic intelligence matters .and 
of serving as a coordinating agency^ for v 
trie dissemination* of -domestic intelli-. 
gence information' to " other" Federaf 
agencies authorized to receive it^ The 
FBI is a fact-finding agency and does 
not institute prosecutive action on the 
basis of its investigative findings. In- 



"" formation reflecting a violation of Fed- 
\ eral law-'is referred to the Department 
of Justice for an opinion as to prose- 
cution. Any* information received which 
.,. pertains, to the responsibilities of some 
" .other government agency is transmitted 
directly to that agency without recom- 
mendation or evaluation. 

■ -.- While ■■ the" FBI for years has exposed 
. .the- corrimunist" -conspiracy^ -it cannot 

divulge the .confidential details of its 
files as to specific individuals. A -Con- 
gressional committee having the power 

t of subpoena, and contempt citation is 
able, to focus; public attention on spe- 

,; cifi£ situations. , . . , . 

Q. Qan a perspn. who believes that the 

.' FBI has wrongly pegged him as a com- 
munist present Iiis side of the case so 
the record shows,; his]* version? 

.A* Not only can he present his. ver- 
sion; but: the FBL welcomes any such 
.person's; coming in and; relating his 
i story; We are a fact-finding organiza- 
tion and we are just as zealous to pro- 
. -tect, the innocent, as we are to detect 
..those. who pose* a- threat to the internal 
" security of .our country. . ■ , 
* , Q., Ex-communists, are /held in low 

- regard by some people who maintain that 
.they shouldn't be. trusted and their testi- 
mony is -worthless.. What is your' experi- 

r . ence with ex-communists in this respect? 
Have- these people tor any great- extent 
. redeemed /Aemselyes by the help- they 
? haye given you?*' **; ■* * 

' e - Av The- assistance which ex-commu- 
nists have giv4n -to "the FBI "has been 
•invaluable; */l Having" 'had their eyes 

■ ^opened to. trWtrtfe nature of the corii- 
: " riiuhis't [conspiracy)! many of; them have 

: re-evaluated* jthe .privileges of American 
citizenship, havajfealized the- duties in- 
herent in such citizenship, and, through 
making a full disclosure to the FBI of 

- the information- they possess, have made 
contributions of great value to the in- 
ternal security of this country. The 
truth of their testimony has been veri- 

: -fied by rorroborating evidence. Many 

- ex-,comrnunists have been tested by vig- 
orous and searching cross-examination, 

'; and , theft : opponents have been unable 
to contradict their testimony. Many of 

- them have Suffered ostracism, public 
*. rebuke and social distrust as a result of 

their breaking with the Communist 
"Party arid , testifying against it. All re- 
* 'ligfbns teach tliat redemption is possible 
' for* any man -who sincerely repents and 
seeks to make amend for his errors. The 
sincerity of a former communist can be 
•judged by his willingness to stand up 
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and be counted and by taking positive 
action to attempt to rectify his wrongs. 
I am always glad to see ex-communists 
make their change of conscience and 
philosophy a matter of record, assume 
earnestly the responsibilities of good 
citizenship and join in the fight against 
the evil they formerly espoused, and I 
welcome the information which they 
can furnish. 

Q. We have asked about past and 
present dangers. Can you indicate what 
the communists are planning for 1954 
and later? 

A. The Communist Party has three 
primary plans for future action. One 
is the infiltration of labor. In this re- 
spect the party is concentrating on the 
infiltration of "right-led" unions, or 
noh-communist-dominated unions, and 
labor unions in the basic industries- Its 
vicious purpose is both to influence the 
trade union movement in this country 
and to be on the ground floor in the 
event the labor movement ever forms a 
third major political party in the U. S. 

A second diabolical plan is to infil- 
trate and strengthen its ties within the 
two major political parties in this coun- 
try, in order to advance more effective- 
ly the interests of the Communist Party 
within the existing political framework 
and to bring about a new political re- 
alignment in this country on the basis 
of which the Communist Party hopes 
ultimately to be the dominating, force. 

A third and probably the most im- 
portant plan is the continuation of the 
so-called "peace offensive." Here the 
communists are attempting to capitalize 
on the deep desire "of the American 
people for peace. They would lay sole 
claim to any real efforts to achieve that 
goal; yet it is their Soviet masters who 
make the achievement of world peace 



so difficult. In order that we may not 
be misled by communist peace propa- 
ganda, it is important that we under- 
stand the Marxist-Leninist distinction 
between two kinds of peace — lasting 
peace, obtained only after world revo- 
lution; and temporary peace, regarded 
as a tactical necessity as the tide of 
revolution ebbs and flows. In short, the 
peace which figures so prominently in 
communist propaganda today is a tem- 
porary / tactical peace designed to 
strengthen the Soviet Union and to 
stupefy its adversaries. 

Q. The lone individual often feels he 
can do nothing to fight communism, and 
in most cases there is not a great deal he 
can do. However, there are some things 
open to him. What are they? 

A. Every loyal American citizen can 
and should join in the fight against the 
communist menace. These are some of 
the things each person can do: 

1. Learn the facts abou,. communism 
—its history and objectives, its program 
and techniques in this country. The bet- 
ter informed one becomes, the morw 
rapidly he can detect communist influ- 
ences and the more intelligently- he can 
fight.communism. 

2. Through such media as the press 
and radio, keep up with Russia's stand 
on matters of foreign policy. The Com- 
munist Party in America will take the 
same position, and the party line will 
fluctuate as Soviet foreign policy 
changes. Sudden reversals in Soviet pol- 
icy will cause members of the party to 
make sudden similar reversals in their 
pronouncements, which is one of the 
best ways to spot communists, 

3. Become familiar with the names 
of organizations publicly cited as com- 
munist fronts, and refuse to join such 
groups, to sponsor their causes or to 



contribute to their fund drives. 

4. Be alert to communist tactics in 
unions and other organizations, ©ut- 
maneuver them. Keep them under con- 
trol and in the minority at all times and 
attempt to eliminate or neutralize their 
effectiveness. Openly oppose their ef- 
forts to promulgate pro-communist ac- 
tivities or resolutions. 

5. Keep communists out of official 
positions in schools, churches and other 
institutions where they can poison the 
minds and influence actions of youth. 

6. Exercise your privilege to vote and 
keep communists and their sympathizers 
out of public office. 

7. Develop an intelligent, participat- 
ing interest in civic affairs and programs 
for social improvement. Don't let com- 
munists claim a monopoly in such mat- 
ters or move in and direct established 
programs. 

8. Report to^the FBI immediately any 
pertinent information relating to sub- 
versive activities. 

9. Conduct no private investigations 
of suspicious persons or organizations, 
but leave that to trained investigators 
who are authorized to perform, such, inr 
vestigations. Do not become involved 
in the communist movement for what- 
ever worth-while motives without first 
discussing the matter thoroughly with 
the FBI and establishing a cooperative 
relationship. 

10. Learn as much as possible about 
America— its history, government, cul- 
ture, laws and. heritage of freedom; and 
make the practice of democracy its own 
bulwark against subversion. Speak up 
for America and work for America. 



j4 Stateatmt a£ 'Pcvtfeme 



The American Legion, Department of Pennsylvania, is proud to distribute this celebrated article 
written by a distinguished American, J. Edgar Hoover. 

Our purpose in doing this is to encourage the school children of Pennsylvania to think seriously 
about the menacing problem of Communism. We hope, too, that discussion groups guided by 
competent teachers will be organized so that, by the free exchange of ideas, the grave danger 
of Communism might be more clearly understood. 

It is important to the future of America that our young people be encouraged to think about 
today's problems. In helping them to do this the American Legion is keeping faith with its pre- 
cepts and fulfilling one of its main functions — service to God and Country. 

PAUL R. SELECKY, State Commander 
American Legion, Pennsylvania 
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In a letter dated April 21, 1954', captioned as above, 
New York Office set forth results of interview with Dr. David Clark 
Cabeen, who was interviewed by that office on March 25, 1954, at his 
own request* Cabeen is a retired university professor, member of 
American Legion, New York City and presently Chairman of the 
Americanism Committee of the New York County organisation of the 
American Legion. Cabeen made allegations against four individuals 
in this organi&Mon. He advised one Louis J. Naftalison, an attorney, 
who is Vice Commander of New York county organisation of American 
Legion and past Commander of General Duffy Post, is probably the % 
n hatchet man n for the Anti -Defamation League. Naftalison has 
attacked the national operations of the American Legion on 
Americanism as un-American. Cabeen believes Naftalison possibly has 
infiltrated Legion and might be a hidden Communist although he 
fought the admission to his Post of a known Communist in 1952. 
Cabeen further alleges that present Commander of General Duffy Post 
Francis Herbert believes that Naftalison has possibly infiltrated 
the Legion in order to change its policies. Naftalison as Vice 
Commander of the county organisation is next in line to be Commander. 
Also alleges that Brigadier General Robert Condon of the Air Force 
is unofficial boss of American Legion in New York City and that he 
and others intend to see that Condon does not nominate Naftalison 
to be Commander. If this happens, Cabeen states they are going to 
the Pentagon in order to stop it. Also makes allegations concerning 
one Murray E. Resni-Coff presently Counselor for veterans in 
Welfare Office of the American Legion. Resni-Coff also presently 
Vice Chairman of Americanism Committee of county organisation. 
Cabeen feels Resni-Coff r s objective is to defeat policies of the 
Legion on Americanism as defined in "The Firing Line. u Also alleges 
Resni-Coff is a trouble maker and sabotages American Legion 
objectives on Americanism. Cabeen alleges that one Meyer Poses, a 
Vice Chairman of the Americanism Committee of the county organisation 
is a u New York Post Liberal" and an "American For Democratic Action 
type of fellow. ** Cabeen also alleges one Harry Simon, a member of 
the Americanism Committee of the New York County organisation shouts 
insults at meetings and generally obstructs the objectives of the y^L^ 
Americanism Committee. Cabeen stated he has no legal evidence 
against the above individuals but^$^$$%e audi other mejnbue.rs 
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Memorandum to Afti^chols ' fc ^ a V 5 * 1954 

^^OTHER National Lawyers Guild v. Attorney General , 11 Civ 999 

felt that certain persons might try to influence th e policies 
of the Legion. New York- Office advised l H eveloyed 

as American Legion informant of that office in January. 1951 . 



| developed 



by New York Office as an American Legion informant in May, 1951* 
Above four individuals not identifiable in Bufiles. In regard 
to Cabeen, Bufiles reflect that in 1937; we conducted laboratory 
examinations for Nashville, Tennessee, Police Department of 
anonymous typewritten letters which were sent to individuals 
in Nashville threatening harm because of annoyance by their 
dogs or their children. One David Cm Cabeen, Professor of 
Foreign Languages at Vanderbilt University, was arrested as the 
sender. He denied guilt but assured Police Department no further 
letters would-be sent if case was dismissed. As a result he was 
dismissed by Chancellor of Vanderbilt University. A contact 
of a suspected Russian agent was in contact with one D. C. Cabeen 
of 530 East 83rd Street, New York City during 1950. In 1953, we 
conducted "Loyalty of the Employees of the United Nations and other 
public International Organisations?* type investigation concerning 
Violet Abbott Cabeen also known as Mrs* David Clark Cabeen. This 
investigation failed to reflect any derogatory information concern- 
ing Mrs. Cabeen* Investigation in this case by Memphis Office 
negative with regard to criminal record. Administrative page of 
the Memphis office report set forth considerable information concern- 
ing Dr. Cabeen' s trouble in 1937. One individual who had received 
an anonymous letter in 1937 signed release after Dr. Cabeen paid 
$300.00 and same individual believed detective who allegedly arrested 
Cabeen had been given a 040.00 suit of clothes to n forget the 
whole thing* n Investigation Vanderbilt University failed, to reflect 
Dr. Cabeen was dismissed from his position. Vlho *s Who in America 
reflects David Clark Cabeen was born in Wisconsin in 1886. Has been 
instructor in French at various colleges and universities includ?, ng 
Dartmouth, Cornell, University of Pennsylvania and Williams. 
Read of Department of Romance Languages at Vanderbilt from 1985 to 
1938. Presently engaged in writing a seven volume bibliography on 
French literature. Served overseas during World War I. Fas written 
numerous books and resides at 530 East 83rd Street, New York City. 



RECOMMENDATION* 



in view of the fact that Cabeennhas made serious allegations 
against high ranking American Legion officials particularly in 
regard to the Americanism Commission of the firerican Legion, it is 
recommended that we orally furnish the facts set forth in this 
memorandum to Mr. Lee Pennington, Director of the Americanism 
Commission of the American Legion on a most confidential basis. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols May 5, 1954 

DETAILS 
BACKGROUND : 

In a letter dated April 21, 1954, and captioned the 
same as this memorandum, the New York Office advised that 
Dr. David Clark Cabeen telephonically contacted that office 
on March 23 and stated that he was desirous of making certain 
information available . He was interviewed by an Agent of 
the New York Office on March 25, 1954. Cabeen advised in 
interview that he resides at 530 East 23rd Street and is 
retired. He was a former professor at the University of 
Nebraska and other schools. Although he is presently retired, 
Cabeen related he is working on a seven-volume book series 
which will be a French bibliography. He also related that 
he is listed in 7lho r s, WHo in America. 

Cabeen stated that he is a member of the Seventh 
Regiment- Post of the American Legion, Armory, New York City, 
and is presently Chairman of the Americanism Committee of the 
New York County organisation of the American Legion, 500 Park' 
Avenue, New York 22, New York. 

Cabeen related the following to the New York Office: 

Louis J. Naftalison of 440 East 23rd Street, New York 10, 
New York, is an attorney employed by the New York State Labor 
Arbitration Bureau. Naftalison is a Vice Commander of the 
New York County organisation of the American Legion and is a 
past commander of the General Duffy Post, Peter Cooper Village, 

New York City. Cabeen stated he feels that Naftalison is 
the rr hatchet man n for the Ant i -Defamation League. Cabeen 
further stated Naftalison in his own American Legion Post 
has attacked the national operations of the American Legion 
on Americanism as expressed in n The Firing Line n as being 
un-American. Cabeen stated Naftalison also attacked his 
program of Americanism in the county organisation. 

Cabeen believes that Naftalison possibly has 
infiltrated and rose in the ranks of the Legion in order to 
influence and change policies. Cabeen feels that Naftalison 
could be a hidden Communist, but what he, Naftalison, is 
attempting to do is more dangerous that what a Communist 
could do, for on the surface Naftalison is not a Communist. 

Cabeen related in 1952 a reported Communist, name 
unknown, had attempted to join the General Duffy Post and 
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Naftalison as Commander had objected and went to court to' 
prove a Communist can not be a Legionnaire and to bar this 
reported Communist from membership. Cabeen related that all 
the New York City newspapers carried this matter and Cabeen 
feels that Naftalison might have done this in order to 
establish an anti- Communist position* 

Cabeen could not definitely state what Naftalison^ 
policies are j for he says he is a very clever man. However, 
in general, Cabeen stated Naftalison is against the national 
Americanism policy of the American Legion. At meetings of 
the county organisation Naftalison objects, forces laws, and 
attempts to postpone any steps the county organisation might 
contemplate taking in regard to their Americanism program* 

Cabeen further stated that Francis Herbert, Commander 
of the General Duffy Post, 1953, and James Donovan, who is 
active in the Veterans of Foreign Wars, believe that Naftalison 
has possibly infiltrated the Legion in order to change its 
policies. Cabeen stated that Naftalison as Vice Commander is 
next in line to be Commander of the county organisation. 

Cabeen stated that Brigadier General Robert Condon 
of the Air Force is the unofficial boss of the American Legion 
in New York City and that he and others intend to see that 
Condon does not nominate Naftalison to be Commander and if 
Condones going to nominate Naftalison, Cabeen stated they 
are going to go to the Pentagon in order to stop it. 

Cabeen stated another person who could be a hidden 
Communist in the Legion is Murray H. Resni-Ciff, who resides 
at 390 First Avenue, New York 10, New York, and who is presently 
Counselor for veterans in the Welfare Office of the American 
Legion, Room 809, 500 Park Avenue, New York City. 

Cabeen stated Resni-Coff is presently the Vice 
Chairman of the Americanism Committee of the county organisation 
and is past Commander of United Manhattan Post Number Nine. 
Cabeen stated he feels that Resni-Coff's objective is to defeat the 
policies of the Legion on Americanism as defined in "The Firing 
Line. n For example, Cabeen stated the American Legion is 100 per 
cent behind the policies of the New York "Journal American" and 
the Hearst papers in regard to Americanism and that Resni-Coff 
would be one that would be against the policies of the "journal 
American" and the Hearst papers concerning Americanism. 

Cabeen stated that Resni-Coff is a troublemaker 
and sabotages the American Legion objectives on Americanism. 
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Cabeen placed Besni-Coff in the same category as Naftalison. 
Cabeen stated that Besni-Coff is a firm supporter of New York 
Senator Lehman and nominated Lehman to receive the 1954 Americanism 
Award of the American Legion. Cabeen stated his candidate 
for the 1954 Americanism Award of the Legion is J. B* Matthews, 
former chief investigator with Senator Joseph McCarthy. 

Cabeen stated that Meyer Poses, 11 West 42nd Street, 
New York City, who resides at 441 East 30th Street, New York 10, 
New York, is present Commander of the General Duffy Post and a 
Vice Chairman on the Americanism Committee of the county 
organisation. Cabeen stated that he did not believe Poses is 
a Communist, but that he is a u New York Post Liberal u and an 
^American For Democratic Action type of fellow, n who Cabeen feels 
should not represent the American Legion on a policy level. 
Cabeen did not feel that Poses is 100 per cent behind the 
Americanism program of the American Legion. 

Cabeen furnished the name of Harry Simon, 1441 
Broadway, New York City, as presently being a member of the 
Americanism Committee of the New York County organisation. 
Cabeen stated that Simon shouts insults at the meeting and 
generally obstructs the objectives of the Americanism Committee . 
He did not believe that Simon is a Communist. 

Cabeen in conclusion stated that he had no legal 
evidence against any of the foregoing persons, but it is a 
feeling of his, as a result of being in contact with them in 
the Legion. Cabeen related that he and other members felt 
it was not beyond the realm of possibility that certain 
persons might try to influence the policies of the Legion. 

Cabeen was advised that this Bureau is always 
interested in receiving information concerning Communists, 
but by an Executive Order of the Attorney General of the 
United States is precluded from making any information 
available to nongovernmental organisations. 

The following information, contained in the New York 
Office, relative to the individuals mentioned above appears to 
be identifiable with them. 

Louis J. Naftalison 

A clipping from the n New York Herald Tribune, n a 
daily newspaper, on February 16, 1949, related that Sidney Beiter 
resigned as a member of the General Duffy Post Number 144 of 
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the American Legion after he admitted he was a Communist* The 
case against Beiter began in 1946 when Loui.s J. Naftalison 
said he saw Beiter distributing copies of the "Daily Worker." 




Meyer pOSeS OTHER National Lawyers Guild v. Attorney General, 7 7 Civ, 



999 



Hearings before a Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Appendix* part 9, page 1133, reflect than an undated 
exhibit of the Lawyers 9 Security League, 38 park Bow, New York, 
New York, listed Meyer Poses, not otherwise identified, as 
Secretary of the organisation. b7D 



INFORMATION IN BUBEAU FILES : 

The four individuals against whom Cabeen made allegations 
are not identifiable in Bureau files. 

Dr. David Clark Cabeen 

Bufiles reflect the following concerning Cabeen. m 
1937 the Laboratory did some document examination work at the 
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request of the Memphis Office in connection with some threatening 
letters which had been sent to various individuals by one David 0* 
Oabeen, professor of Foreign Languages at Vanderbilt University* 
This case was handled by the Nashville police Department who had 
arrested Dr. Gabeen for sending these letters. Dr. Oabeen 
initially denied that he was the sender but subsequently stated 
that if he were not prosecuted on charges growing out of these 
letters, he would see to it personally that no further such letters 
were sent. As a result of this matter, Dr. Oabeen was dismissed 
by the Chancellor of vanderbilt University. The letters threatened 
various individuals in Nashville because their dogs and children 
annoyed the writer who did not identify himself in these letters* 
(9-2954) 

During 1950 considerable investigation was conducted 
in the case entitled "Stephen Laird." Stephen Laird is an 
American writer believed to be a Russian espionage agent. One 
of his contacts was one Helen Deutsch. A confidential informant 
of the New York Office advised that while Miss Deutsch was staying 
at the Eotel Marguery in New York City in November and December of 
1949, she contacted one £. ff. Oabeen of 530 East 23rd Street* 
New York City f (65-58367-15?) 

On April 28, 1953, we initiated investigation in the 
case "Violet Abbott Oabeen aka. Mrs. David Clark Oabeen, Loyalty 
of the Employees of the united Nations and other public Inter- 
national Organisations." investigation in this case was completed 
on June 9, 1953, and failed to reflect any derogatory information 
concerning Mrs. Oabeen. ' ' - - ; 

investigation in this case by the Memphis Office was 
negative as regards a criminal record. On the administrative 
page of the Memphis Office report, there was considerable informa- 
tion set forth regarding Dr. Oabeen r s trouble in 1937. individuals 
interviewed recalled that Dr. Oabeen in 1937 had a nervous break- 
down, took leave of absence from the Vanderbilt University and then 
had some trouble in his neighborhood. one Mrs. John Conner, who 
was one of the individuals threatened by an anonymous letter in 
1937, was interviewed and stated no charges were ever filed against 
Dr. Oabeen. She stated that Dr. Oabeen gave her $300 and she signed 
a release for him. She stated that she understood that Chester 
Borum, the detective who allegedly ctrvtested Dr. Oabeen in 1937, 
was given a $40 suit of clothes to "forget the whole thing" 
which he apparently did. investigation at Vanderbilt University 
failed to reflect that Dr. Oabeen was dismissed from his position. 
(138-256) 
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Who's Who in America : .^ a- ^ 

Who's Who in America reflects that David Clafk^Gxibeen 
V)as & 2JHL 0£ Barabjoxi,^ Wise oiusi %, June 24, 1886»~*~lffe' feceiveaJvis 
A.B. Degree from Syracuse University in 1908, an A.M. Degree / 
from Cornell University in 1919, and a Ph.D. Degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1983. 

' ^ f 

He was an instructor in French at Dartmouth College^^UTJr 
from 1915 to 1916 and at Cornell university from 1916 to 1919 * — — 

and at the University of Pennsylvania from 1919 to 1923* • He ..J. ■■■» — Cl-L 

was Assistant professor of French at Williams ^College from i 

1923 to 1925, head of the Department of Romance Languages at „__*—-* 
Vanderbilt University from 1925 to 1938, Acting professor of ^ U, 
French at the university of Cincinnati 1938 and visiting ^ * ' 

professor of French at the university of Nebraska 1939 to 1941. 

He has been editor of "A Critical Bibliography of 
French Literature 1 ' since 1941 (7 volumes, 2 volumes published 
1947-1951). 

He was a member of the Seventh Infantry, New York 
National Guard, from 1913 to 1915. He served with the American 
Ambulance Corps in France in 1916 and served with the United 
States Army in France and Italy during 1917 and 1918. 

He is a member of the Modern Language Association, 
phi Gamma Delta and the American Legion. 

He has written numerous books and resides at 530 
East 23rd Street, Hew York City. 
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Lonorable Arthu^Connell 
tional Commando r 
ie American Legion 
>08 K Street, Northwest 
'ashington, D. C. 

far Mr. Connell; 

Following the National Executive Committee 
matting of the American Legion in Indianapolis* Special Agent 
Herman O* Bly advised me of your very kind comments at the 
conclusion of his remarks, 

I can assure you it was a pleasure indeed to make 
Mr, Bly available to speak off -the -record to those in attendance. 



We of the FBI certainty appreciate the vigorous 
manner in which the American Legion has dedicated itself over 
the years to combating the menace of Communism in the United 
States. The aid and assistance which the American Legion has 
extended the FBI has been a real source of encouragement iwa^ , / 
a bulwark to our efforts. / "'"/ 

I appreciate very much the kind compliments C^ 
which you paid the Bureau and my administration of it at^tfite 
conclusion of Mr, Biy f s remarks. 
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Mr, Jones 



be2t%ah«« and kind r.gard. 

I 
Sinc.sely your*/ 

^J,^ -—J^ Edgar Kccw 

% ''m 251954 ■■■ ' "-. ' 
132 




LBNrarm 



i'<ia 



WAY 2 4 1954 

COMM-FBt 



/ 






# 



f 



WASHINGTON OFFICE OF THE 

MATIONAL COMMANDER 

1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON 6,D.C. 



The American Legion 




By letter dated 5-10-54 M: \ : 
Director to be the gaest sjj- 
Convention of the Americs.u L 
Declined by letter of 5-17-54, 






Ll invited the 

: the National 
Mum on August 30 r 1954, 
stating Director would 
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be out of the city during this- period, 




Mr. Glavin 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D # C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



! ] 



I am indeed sorry to hear that you will be unable to be 
with us at our National Convention. I krow that I speak for all 
the Legionnaires when I say that your presence will be sorely 
missed. However, I certainly can understand how crowded your 
schedule must be and I hope you will be able to be with us on 
some future occasion. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 




ARTHUR J^pOHEKLL 
National Commander 
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At 10:20 a.m., 5/17/5 2 *, Wick in my office received a call 
i from former Inspector Lee Pennington* Pennington said that Senator 
'Sutler of Maryland has introduced Senate Bill S.2800 which increases to 
15 years the Statute of Limitations applicable to treason, espionage, 
sabotage, sedition and subversive activities ♦ The bill is now 
pending in the Judiciary Committee of the Senate (introduced in the 
Senate 1/22/5*0 and hearings on it may be held soon. 

Pennington said the National Legislative Director of The 
American Legion will in all probability be called to testify during 
the hearings. 

It would be much appreciated, said Pennington, inasmuch as The 
American Legion is in favor of^.28p0_passage, if the Director could 
"off the record" inform Pennington just how the Bureau feels about 
extending the Statute on these offenses to 15 years. Also, said 
Pennington, he would like to have the names of several individuals who 
were not prosecuted but who could have been had 3.2800 been in effect 
during the war years. 

Pennington went on to say The American Legion is much in g 

favor of S.2800 but has no cogent reason to support the bill in view 3 

of its lack of information on who could be, or could have been, E 

prosecuted had the Statute not run on such persons. £ 

Pennington said the National Legislative Director of Mh$ a 

American Legion would use the information furnished him by the TBi&eau y 

as ammunition in his testimony on behalf of the bill but woul^^gt, % 

of course, attribute it to FBI sources. " " 8 
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We have not submitted to the Department any views expressing 
the Bureau's position on a proposed 15-year Statute of Limitations 
involving treason, espionage, sabotage, sedition and subversive activities 
To ascertain the identity of the individuals who could have been pro- 
secuted would entail considerable research. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson from L. B. Nichols May 20, 195 1 * 
RE: STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS APPLICABLE TO 

TREASON, ESPIONAGE, SABOTAGE AND SEDITION 

FORMER INSPECTOR LEE, PENNINGTON 

THE AMERICAN LEGION AMERICANISM COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION ; 

I think Pennington should be advised that this is a legislative 
matter and, of course, as he well knows, it has been the Director's 
policy over the years to not comment on. matters of a legislative 
nature and therefore we cannot offer him any assistance. With respect 
to the names of individuals who could have been prosecuted under a 
15-year Statute of Limitations, it is suggested that Pennington 
be told that, of course, this is a policy matter for Departmental 
determination and again we cannot help him. 
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May El, 1954 
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Mr. Lee R. Famirngtou 
Director 

AmoHcaaiutn Com&iij'jion 
The America*! Legion , 
1608 K Otroteti Kor£hv/ojt 
j Washington, D. C. 

'Dear Leo; 



/?£<£ 



1 N 



) 



V/ith reforoaca to oar conversation regarding 
Herman E% f o reroarlcs before the national 3;recutiv3 Committor 

of tho American Legion m Indianapolis, you will recall that 
Mr. Dly aptfss with tho ^do^t^din^ thut it would *:o of£-tho- 

record. 



I thoroughly concur with you that Mr. Cly 
mo&Q a vury fine proscntatloa, I at to view of ths conditions 
uxrlo? which Mr. Bly apofeo, wa c&r^not accedo to your roquo^fc 

to faavu Ms remarkc printed in tho dirjorjt. TSture will 1 3 tio 
objection to merely pointiojj out that Mr. Bly r,poI:o of£*fchs- 
record. I Itnow that you will understand tho cituatioa. 

With bw--;t v;l;jh©3 arid Jdad ra^/rrd^, 

Sincerely, 



'lol&on — , 

Ladd — ,_^ 
Nirhols -.,... 
Hclmont - -. 
CI egg — _ 
Glavtn- - . 

Harbft^-- 

Rosen — — 

Tracy 

Mohr __„_ 
Trotter _ ___ 
Wintprrowd _- 
lelf. Ror iK 
Hollomao 
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NATIONAL. HEADQUARTERS 

INDIANAPOLIS 6, IND, 
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MEMORANDUM TOj WM. F. HAUCK,, 

DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON OFFICE/" 



It 



May 17, 1954 



Attached is the report of Herman 0. Bly. If it is all right 
to carry any of this in the printed digest of minutes, will you 
let us know as soon as possible* 




H. DUDLEY, National Adjutant 
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H3P0HT OP HERMA.H 0. SfJI 
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Mcicalf, Mohan, Mahaa & Coxier 
.tftrtcho* s £xwA Building, Indianapolis* 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 94 



Office IMbMUvr vrndum/* UNITED Sri^ica GOVERNMENT 

/ TO : Mr. TolsonJ/fi/- DATE: May 21, 1954 

/ 




^ 



\ / M , ■ cC ot 

\ V \ f Glavin. 

Harbo . 

from : Xj. ±5. JNicnois " IX Rosen 

Tracy . 
Mohr_ 



subject: / ^ _ //lVV/> / •/_ /!/»<' ■•V-'-t 



Trotter 

Wincerrowd 

Tele. Room — 

Holloman 

Miss Gandy — 



There is attached hereto a transcript of Supervisor Herman O. 
Bly's address on Communism before the Executive Committee of the American 
.Legion in Indianapolis which Mr. Pennington has handed me. Mr. Bly, from 
his address, did a very good job. His remarks were proper throughout. At 
th^-rtconclusion, the National Commander of the American Legion, Arthur J. 
'fConnell, complimented Bly on his presentation and observed that as "the Director 
and Bly appreciated, the American Legion has been in the forefront of the fight 
against Communist for years and will continue to cooperate with the Bureau. 
He expressed his appreciation to Bly and asked him to extend his compliments 
to "your very fine and efficient boss, Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, n 

Mr. Bly, of course, went to Indianapolis with the understanding 
that his address would be off-the-record. Pennington stated he saw nothing in 
the remarks that had not been used before in one way or another, and he could 
see no objection to publishing i.t in the digest of the minutes of the meeting. I 
told Lee at the time that Bly went out with the understanding he would speak off- 
the-record, and I did not see how we could do this, but I would be glad to read 
it over and contact him further. 

As a matter of principle, I do not think we should accede to 
Mr. Pennington's request that they print Mr. Bly's remarks and I have so 
advised Mr. Pennington by a personal note since he is out of town. I am also 
attaching a note to Mr. Bly commending him for a good job and to the National 
Commander for his remarks. 

/ 

cc: Mr. Jones * l ^4 

LBN: arm '■ _ ^ y . . \ 
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'twandum • united stS 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

to j Mr. Tolson^/ff date: June 8 * ^ 

non i l. B. Nichols y i 

' / 

subject: AMERICAN LEGION PERSONALITIES 



t / 
/ 




At the invitation of former Inspector Lee"Pennington, 
DeLoach attended a luncheon meeting of the Post-Mortem Club on 
June §y 19S4. v The Post-Mortem Club is made up of past officials ' 
of' The American Legion and has in its membership various Congressmen 
and Senators, the head'pf the Veterans Administration, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, and other individuals. Mr, Pennington, made a brief 
talk at the luncheon meeting at which time he praised the FBI and 
introduced DeLoach to the assembled group. 

Mr. Pennington additionally had as his guest LouTE&issie, 
Commissioner of American Legion. Baseball, and Dr. Alfred J/Suraci, 
well known plastic surgeon. ) 

. Eollowing the luncheon, Mr. Brissie, who is m former..^ /' 
I professional baseball great and a World War II veteran, and Dr. Svfo/ti 
accepted DeLoach' s invitation for a tour of FBI facilities. Following 
their tour they were most commendable in, their praise of the FBI. 

ac™ ; HEC0BDED4W./'/-/-//;y\ 

For information, I™-ljO — 

'13 M ll 1954 
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COMM - 
JUN21 
MAILED 



Juno 21, 195% 



ilv, LovfBrissio "^ - 
CoisisLssionor 

Jteerican teflon 43unlcr Baseball 
ISationalJfcadquartere 
"ffijj^irter ican L egion 
Indianapolis, indiaW" 

Itear Nr* Brissies 

Inspect or 0* £* SeLoaeh has informed no 
concerning your recent tour of our facilities of the 
£BI here in Washington and of the rsany eonnendatory 
retries you rnade concerning our trorlc during ysur tour« 
Heedless to say, I a» moat appreciative of your reEarlcs 
and of your interest in the EBX* 

X am also advised that you desire a statement 
from no relative to the participation in athletics on 
the part of young hoya* I am happy to he of service 
to you in this recard and sincerely hope that the 
followinc statement is alons the line you have in nind? 

"She excess energy inherent in every 
normal, healthy child r.ust inevitably he burned 
up In some type of activity, If that energy 
can be directed into constructive channels^ the 
path to potential delinquency s?ay be blocked 
effectively. For this roaoon, it is my belief 
that the value of athletics as a builder of 
citizens isuot be emphasised « Kot only does the 
field of athletics afford an opportunity to burn 
energy which raioht otherwise bo put to loos 
wholesome use, but it also offers a fine oppor- 
tunity for our youth to learn the code of *fair . 
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play* aa baoic to ou^forn of fm& go¥orao3»ij/ f 
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cc -Mr. Jon§& 



CDD:arm: ^eoA^Qj 
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pioass feel free to call upon u& afc cmy tlco 
vo. z&y ba of assistance to you. 

Slpeoroly yours, 



VTANOARO FORM NO. W 



Oj^ Ml wdurp • unite. 



TO 



PROM 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. Tolso: 




L. B. Nichols 



STATEMENT PROM DIRECTOR FOR 
XAMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL PROGRAM 




Trotter 

Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room — 
HoHoman-^— 
Miss Gandy _ 



LotT*B3£iaaie > "a former Cleveland Indians pitcher and now — ~~~~ 
Commissioner of Junior League Baseball for the^American Legion, has 
contacted DeLoach relative to the Director issuing a statement" con- 
cerning the value of athletics for young ooys. Brissie indicated that 
a statement from a man of Mr. Hoover's stature would be of inestimable 
value to him in carrying on his duties as Commissioner of Junior 
League Baseball in the American Legion. He was advised that this 
matter would be discussed with the Director and that he would be con- 
tacted later. 

There appears to be no objections to issuing a statement 
to Brissie to be used for the above-mentioned purpose. Piles contain 
no information regarding Brissie and it was observed that during a 
recent tour of the Bureau taken by him, he appeared to be a very 
clean-cut individual who admired the FBI and its work very much. 

The following statement is recommended: 

"The excess energy inherent in every normal 
healthy child must inevitably be burned up in some 
type of activity. If that energy can be directed 
into constructive channels, the path to potential 
delinquency 1 may be blocked effectively. For this 
reason, it is my belief that the value of athletics 
as a builder of citizens must be emphasized. Not 
only does the field of athletics afford an 
opportunity to burn energy which might otherwise be 
put to less wholesome use, but it also offers a fine 
opportunity for our youth to learn the code of T fair 
play 1 so basic to our form of free government." 



y 



ACTION : 

i. 

There is attached a letter to Mr. Brissie which includes 
the statement as mentioned above. 



cc - Mr. Jones 
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THE AMERICANLE 



NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

700 NORTH PENNSYLVANIA ST. P. O. BOX lOSS 

INDIANAPOLIS 6, IND. 

June 29, 1954 



IN REPLY REFER 

TO DATE AND Mrt 6512Z-»65 



J Mr. To! ;^n . 

} Mr. rv;: ^ 

| Mr. r :#ft 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 



My dear Mr. Hoover: 



7 / 



I am sorry for the delay in replying to your letter 
of June 21st, but I have been out of town attending the National 
Federation of State High School Athletic Associations Convention. 

My visit and tour of your facilities was most enjoyable. 
Inspector DeLoach was most considerate in conducting me during my 
tour. 




jiTr. i;:ar— - 
r/.r. l^rfrjr.s . 

:ir. t. 

jVir. to 

:Ur. WV.il -.tow" 3 - 

Tele. Kof;T--i, 

Mr. Hiilloup-n — . 
Gandy„ . 



We of The American Legion feel that through out program 
we can render more service to the youth of our country. I have 
only been associated with our National program the last three 
months, and I can say truthfully that I am much more impressed 
with its importance that I was in the past. I only hope that 
we will be able to make improvements that should contribute even 
more to the young people and the good of our country. 

Your statement concerning the participation of young 
boys in athletics is certainly appreciated. It was considerate 
of you to take time out from a busy schedule to get this to us. 
I am hoping to use this in an article concerning the effect of 
athletics on the lives of young men. 

Again let me thank you and if I can ever be of any j 
service, please don T t hesitate to call. 



With kindest regards. 






_ xo lift**. 

I7> 



Sincerely 




ixoner 
American Legion Junior Baseball 
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STANDARD FOfftM NO. 04 



$\- 



Office J&et^ranfium • united states government 



TO * 



FROM * 



SUBJECT 



Mr. Tolson 



L. B. Nichols 




Tolson. 



e»rt. -Sune £9, 1954 ijKgfE: 

/ 

6*y A/ 



(to 



A'* 



I it *' 




1 



As you know the_American_. Legions convention will be held 

Washington the end of August"." We can anticipate problems in connection/-* 

with tours. While I have never seen, a Legion convention., from alr\ /// 

reports the boys have a good time* The question comes up on tours)* j 

Whenever we try to handle more than 3*000 people a day we 
simply do not put our best foot forward . It is known that in cities 
where the Legion conventions have been held in previous years 3 hotels 
for example cleared out the lobbies as a matter of self protection. 
I doubt that we should close the Bureau to tourists 3 however 9 I do 
feel that we should take tours only to the limit of our capacity. 
In this connection,, Orville Crouch, who is getting up a booklet for 
the Legion convention, inquired if it would be satisfactory to list 
the FBI tour in a booklet being printed by Coca Cola as souvenir^f or 
the American Legion convention. I can see no objection to this/think 
that he should also point out that our facilities are limited and 
visitors will be taken to the capacity of our facilities at which 
time there will either have to be a wait or else visitors will have 
to return at some other time . 



cc - Mr. Jones 
cc - Tour Room 

LBN : row 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 04 



Oj^^ lSA&mOT(MdUfyi • united states government 



TO 



PROM * 



SUBJECT 



Mr, Tolson 
L. B. Nichols 



¥i 



DATE: J-ane 30, 1954, 

t 
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TOUR OF THE FBI 
w9i0J0-a.m. , July 28, 1954 



V 



b 



K" BOYS STATE" REPRESENTATIVES 



Mohr_ 

Winterrowc 
Tele. Rooui y- - > 
Holloman^l_V 
Miss Gandy L 



Leg^Penningf on ' daTle3*"by my office on June 30, 1954. He advised 
that the American Legion /Is playing host on July 28, 1954, to approximately 
96 boys from the 40 states throughout the country. These boys have been selected 
as the most outstanding young men in their communities. They have attended 
state encampments sponsored by the American Legion and are now being honored 
with a tour of "Washington. 

Lee desires to bring this group to the Bureau at 9:00 a.m. , 
July 28, 1954. He requested that a tour be given them and that following the 
tour, the boys be allowed to assemble in one of our classrooms in the Training ^| 

Division where a short talk could be afforded them ibyj a representative of the 
FBI. The classroom talk will last approximately fifteen minutes. 

You will recall that we haye done this same thing for several 
years. We have had a healthy response as a result of showing these youngsters 
through the FBI. 

It is my recommendation that we afford this group the same 
courtesy as always, and that DeLoach and Special Agent Hanning be designated 
to meet with the boys in one of our classrooms and give brief talks to them at 
that time. You have previously approved both DeLoach and Hanning to work 
with the American Legion. 

Pennington desired to know if the boys could meet with the Director. 
\ He was advised that it was not known as to whether the Director would be in town 
I on that particular date or not; however, that most certainly the Director would 
I know of his request. IND£iEQ Jte%0k _^2* s j a 

ACTION: As recommended above. 



cc; 



Mr. Holloman 
Mr. Jones 
Mr. Morgan 
CDD:arm 
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July 0$ 1064 
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Ur+ Lee Ii+ 'Pennington 

Director 

National Anerioanisn ffoziniseian 

Tlie ulnar ioan Legion ,. , 

1GOQ *£ Jtreet, I/orthveat 
t/ashington^ Q« (7* 

Bear Lee: 



; JUL 0-1954 



It uaa indeed kind of you to write ne on July 1$ 
19&1 ¥ Ac you suggested^ X will be happy to nahe Inspector 
C# D+ Be Loach available to confer with neahora of the 
National Atzericanisn Cozmiaaitm and the Convention 
Aaaricaniou Oo^aittee during your con venti ongoing hWld 
in jashington t%e last two days of August and th^fi^ht 
two days of September* He will alco be pre$£Wt ifig^gbfo® 
national Ahoricaniavt Gonnioeion noetc in Jndi — — 



Jtlcanc he sure to let uq know vhen the i$0er. : for 



Ind iana* 

that seating has been arranged* 






*r* 



"""SI — * *■* 



Inspector Be &oach$ I Imow* fa looking $qri:&j*d 
to conferring vit:i your fellow members* V 

Hay I also take this opportunity to thank you for 
your note of July S s 105d y advising ne of the latter you g 
received frou £Ir+ u\ £# -Genoese* Both Special Agent " 
ponald &* Manning and I are grateful for his generous 

QT&lCntQ* 
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Sincerely, 



}s en 



ji 



cjn 



cc - I7ith copy ofi^c^ftyftg of 7-1-54, Inspector 0. D. De ShooR* 



cc - Personnel** file "6f'i£¥Z * J). <?. Banning, with copjj^ of 
incoming of 7-5-54. 



Winterrowd 
Tele. Rood 
Holloman~j 
Miss Ga^idi 







NOTE:. Ronald \& r , Banning, E03 as SA on 1-6-47? he is GS-13, 

, 'asJsi(M^ { G7'ime r: R^bords Section, 
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OFFICE OF THE 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR 



The American Lewi on 

NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMISSION 

1608 K Street, N*W« -- " 
Washington, D« C* v 



y£ 



Mr. Behnore 
Mr. Harbo. 

Mr. Mohr_ 



v^ 



/ 



July 1, 195U 




■Mr. Tolson 
Mr* Boardrnaj 
Mr. Nic 



Mr. Parsons. 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm_ 
Mr. Sizoo 



Mr. WinterrowxL 

Tele* Room 

Mr. Holloman^ 

Miss Gandy. 



\N 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ^ 

Department of .Justice 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Due to the fact that Inspector 0. D. DeLoach 
xs handling the liasion between the Federal Bureau of Inspection 
and The American Legion, it would be very much appreciated if 
you would make him available to confer with members of the 
Americanism Commission and the Convention Americanism Committee 
• at the time of our National Convention here in Washington which 
will be held on the last two days of August and the first two 
of September. 

** is further requested that at such times as 
the Americanism Commission meets in Indianapolis within k$ days 
after the close of the National Convention, that Inspector 
DeLoach be assigned to meet with the Americanism Commission and 
likewise become acquainted with the top officials of the National 
Executive Committee. 




I am 



Assuring you of my appreciation of your cooperation, 



Sincerely yours, 

Lee R. Pennington, Director 
National Americanism Commission 
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OFFICE OF THE 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR 



The American L 

WATrCrNAL AMERICANISM COMN/ii^^N 

1608 K Street, N. W. 
Washington, D . C# 



July 2, 195U 



Honorable J« Edgar Hoover, Director M\ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ' 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D» C» 




Dear Mr» ^oovers 



/* 



I am in receipts 6f~a~Xe£ter datecT 
June 2f> from W* f L. DeWeese, Director, Junior 
Activities, Th^j^erican_Leg^ipnl of Ohio, informing 
me that Don Hanning "did a grand job and -we very 
much appreciated his being at Boys 1 State # fl 

I thought you would like to know- 
that Don did an excellent job for the Bureau* 

Sincerely yours, 



since 

i 

Lee R. Penni] 



snnington, Director 
National Americanism Commission 
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July 19 s 1954 



!*r« Jamas F*\) f llail 

Fubltaher 

American Legion Vagazine 

530 Fifth Avenue 

flew York 3G, ilev) York 

dear Mr. O'tfeilt 

J am most appreciative of the invitation 
you extended ne through A?r# Lee Pennington on 
July 15, 1954, to he the principal speaker at the 
Hew Jersey State American Legion Convention to be 
held at "ildwood, Hem Jersey, on September 10, 1954* 
It has always been a source of great loleasure for ne 
to accent engagements of this nature* however, as 
of late, I have been forced to decline all speaking 
engagements for the near future in view of the heavy 
pressure of ny official duties* 

I an sure that you mill understand ny 
inability to accept your kind invitation* I have 
advised Ur* Pennington separately of the fact that 
I regrettably will not be able to be with you on the 
date mentioned* 
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Sincerely you^s^ 
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July 18* 1954 



2fr* l/illiarz F Norton, Jr* 

Attorney and Counsellor at Law j 

IPS uiokhan Avenue 
Middletown, tiew_ York 

Bear Ifr* tiorton? 

Thank you very nuoh for your letter of July ? s 
1956} with enclosure. 

It was indeed kind of you to send ne the news- 
paper story concerning the $p?gch which 'fr* George F. Bocseh 
gave before the Orange County ?w,criaan_ Leg ion Convention. 
1 decoly appreciate your thoughtfulneos* 



L/V/ 1 / / // f i *~ 



Sincerely yours, 
5. Mrar Hoover 
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"William E Norton, Jr. 

Attckrstey 6c Cototsellor .at Law 

13s wickblam avenue 

Mix>x>xETOwisr, New York 

MIDDLETOWN 2-2365 

July 7, 1954 




>ft 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover J 
Director 1 f\M f 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ^LJ 
Washington, D. C. 




# 




Bear Mr. Hoover; 







.<** 



ry 



Upon my return to Middletown after a business trip I came upon 
the enclosed news item in the Middletown Times-Herald of June 28,1954- 

r ^°^ e ^^o^ch L _one of the outstanding attorneys in Orange County 
was extremely hel^HTto me in confidential inquiries as resident agent 
for the Bureau at Middletown. He has always been a firm supporter of 
you in your great work as Director of the F. B. I. I might therefore 
suggest that a complimentary letter from you referring to his speech at 
the Orange County American Legion Convention would be a practical way 
of returning some of the courtesies the Bureau has received from him. 

Sincerely, 



JIZIhUlvyi /. 
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WILLIAM F. NORTON, JR 
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WEST POINT ™ The deceptive 
-newly coined- outcry against "guilt 
by association* is just another In- 
stance of communist; strategy trying 
to distort and pervert American 
safeguards against unfounded accu- 
sations, George F, Boeseh, Middle* 
iown attorney, said in his address 
■before tlie-Orange County American 
Xiegion Convention at Hotel Thayer, 
West Point yesterday, Mr, Boesch 
spoke on "The legion's Part in Na* 
tional Security," 

' Some well meaning hut misguid- 
ed American citizens have fallen 
foreommunist suggestions under the 
guise .of tee-thinking- and free 
speech, Mr. Boesch said, "Commit- 
■nism is & fanatical zealot's creed ~~ 
;a way o| thinking »hd doing that 
is more fanatical than any religious 
cult ever was or could be, It is 
based on the concept that all exist* 
ing government must first be de* 
stroyed to make way for the Marxist, 
creed that man exists only as a toof 
of -the state," he told the assem- 
blage that gathered for the election- 
of officers, 

Victor E, BeMouth of Warwick 
was named commander of the Or- 
ange County American Legion. 
Other -officers presented by -the 
nominating committee -and elected 
unanimously were Vincent A. Cahill 
of -New/burgh, Harry Silvers (A Port. 
Jervis and JDaniei MaHon of Mont-' 
gomery, vice commanders^ Samuel 
Boilings :d Mddietawjv treasurer; 
.and Charles Cropptn of Port Jervis, 
chaplain. 

Mr. Boesch* who was- the guest 
speaker ,after the election- and; din* 
■uer, -suggested in* his speech four 
points to fight communism': 'Hrst, 
the communist party should be out- 
"Jawed as a political party In the- 
•United States; second; the abuses 
;of the privilege- of invoking the 
fifth amendment* should be cor- 
rected; third, the Statub of limi- 
tations should, be -amended so that it 
cannot be invoked to defeat prose- 
cution against any one indicated -for 
treason or .any crime involving con-v 
spiracy\ to- overthrow our govern- 
ment; and folajth, the use of evi- 
dence -procured W wire tapping 
should be permitted in all cases in-, 
volvmg treason, acts of. sub version 
or conspiracy to commit acts of 
treason -or- subversion against the 
government 

"It has hem said that the com- 
munist hates the American legion 
and no doubt these four remedies 
would increase that hatred/'" Mr, 
Boesch 'asserted . A 

She convention . passed resolu- 
tions calling to* continued investi- 
gations of communism until all sub- 
versives are rooted' out and calling 
upon Hew York State to outlaw 
•the .carnmunist -party as a political 
party, 






«rANOA*3> FOHM NO, 0* 




it 



'-.♦. 



■Office MuSTrnMndum • united Sates government' * 



^ 



TO 



PROM 



SUBJECT 



The Director 

The Executives Conference 



DATE 






Belmont 






j£ 



\\ 



Present at the Executives Conference July 7, 1954, 
were Messrs* Tolson, Mohr, Trotter, Parsons, J. E. Edwards, 
Hennrich, Boardman, Bos en and Mason. 

The Conference considered a suggestion received earlier 
by the director relating to special programs of the Bureau an$ 
the solution proposed by the suggester is set forth along with? 
the problem as he sees it. 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

I. Some agents in the field seem to think that the special 
programs of the Bureau constitute a problem. By this is 
meant they are of the opinion these programs take too 
much of their time away from their investigative work. 

A. When referring to special programs they include: 

O , - III '•' - ; .... - . 

1. American Legion ^ Program 

2. FTrearms^Prog ram 

3. Police School Programs 

4. In-Service Program 

5. Office Conference Program * 
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5. Again, it is not any one program they complain of so 
as they do the accumulative effects of all these 
on their work. They seem to think that some could be^ 
eliminated and others curtailed; that they all d 
justify an agent r s time^as they now stand. 

POSSIBLE SOLUTION 
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1. on the contrary, they probably prefer to see them, 
expanded and can think up different reasons for so 
doing, 

2. At the same tine, we don't want to eliminate or 
curtail the essentials. 'I 

The Conference did not feel that in view of the death 
of 2 Agents within the past 2 years the firearms Program could be 
curtailed any more than it was a month ago. At that time the 
number of shoots were reduced and the Training and inspection 
Vision proposed field firearms training which would combine 
^maximum shooting with minimum time involved. 

The Conference did not see how the police training 
vrooram of the FBI could be curtailed particularly in view of 
P a recent' re-evaluation by the Executives Conference and emphasis 
to the field in the form of SAC letters that ^ u conduci: P°H ce 
schools only when requested to do so and that there shall be 
no solicitation for such schools. It «K»/»J**^2J? *L 
the conference that many benefits result to the FBI from the 
police school program. 

The Conference did not see how it would be possible 
to further curtail the office conference program. The office 
conference program is divided into 2 parts: A semiannual 
conference for each Agent and a separate semiannual conference 
for each noninvestigative employee; an annual conference with 
the heads of law enforcement agencies and a separate annual 
law enforcement conference on a specific topic, which is tnis 
year interstate Transportation of Stolen Property. The Conference 
unanimously felt, however, that it would be desirable ** 
communicate with the field and obtain their ^Tnn antrolrTate 
derived from these programs and conferences and an appropriate 
SAC Letter is attached. 

The Conference unanimously recommended the field be 
asked to submit its views regarding the benefits J^rr^ntly 
I Obtained under the American Legion Program and M'"™*™ ndations 
as to whether this program should be c % nt ^ e %' n f,\^^ h % 
intelligence Division is very much m favor °f continuing the 
American Legion Program which began in 1950 and wat ^established 
primarily for the purpose of keeping the American M™" 
from conducting its own investigations in the security field*. 
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Although it was believed by the Conference that a number of 
cases have been reported to the FBI by Legionnaires and much good 
will has resulted from this contact program, it is the desire 
of the Conference to obtain more specific facts as to actually 
how much good will has resulted from this contact and whether it 
is commensurate with the expense. The bulk of the American Legion 
Program is now over and within recent months streamlining devices 
have been designed. For example, a number of posts have been 
designated as rural so that it is only necessary to contact either the 
adjutant or the post commander and it is not necessary to make 
other contacts in those posts; the submitting of annual reports 
to the Bureau rather than quarterly as in the past, a technique 
recently approved by the Director, and the program now is 
principally one of contacting newly elected officials (elections 
held once a year) and annually making a telephone contact with 
those informants previously established. Upon receipt of piews 
from the field, this program will be analysed and reconsidered 
by the Executives Conference* 

The Conference unanimously felt that the views of the 
field should be obtained as to the desirability of continuing 
the plant informant program. we develop informants in those 
plan&s handling classified contracts for any branch of the 
Armed Forces and in those plants believed by the SAC to be 
vital facilities. The benefits of this program aside from its 
strictly insurance value in time of emergency will be re-evaluated. 

The In-Service program for Agents has been made the 
topic of a separate memorandum which is being submitted separately 
to the Director. 

It will be noted that the suggester felt that the sponsors, 
supporters and participators in all special programs rarely 
ever want to see them eliminated or curtailed and it was agreed 
by the Conference that the' inspection staff has been ruthless in 
trying to curtail programs and has submitted a number of suggestions 
to the Conference as to curtailment. The recent curtailment of the 
American Legion and plant informant programs were results of 
Inspectors' views. 

An appropriate SAC letter is attached. 

Respectfully, 

For the/ Conference 



Clyde Tolson 



f 



'/ 



July 80* 2956 



V 



y 



Up. Bamnt U± Gaab*el 
Kansas Gi-bij? UisGourt 



urn********* 



Sear Kp* Ganbreli 

It, im& a pleasure nect%ng you$ the young 
wan of Baya* ll&tian and the other Ancrioan Zegion 
representatives duping your \>%bH to JRBJ Headquarters 
on July 38j 1984+ 

Unbiased $e a photograph taken while you 
were in mj offioe* 

Bincerely yours^ 

3. &&gt\v Hoovoff 
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NOTE: Search of Bufiles restricted to Missouri revealed 
no derogatory data re G-anbrel* Address per Gambrel* 
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subject: BOYS' NATION r™ om Z 

JtfZr 28, 2954 ' A M i s ?^" 

You will recall that^the members of_Boys' Nation, an 
organisation sponsored by th e arner i can Le gion? toured the Bureau 
and met the Director on July 28, 1954. Two photographs were 
taken in the Director's Office: one of the President and Vice 
President of Boys' Nation with the Director and the second in 
which these boys, the Director, former Inspector Lee Pennington, 
now with the American Legion, and three other legionnaires appear* 

A sufficient number of photographs have been prepared 
so that the two boys will receive one copy of each photograph 
and a group photograph may be forwarded to each of the other 
individuals in the photograph. 

Attached are letters to the two boys and to the other 
individuals appearing in the photograph enclosing copies of 
the photographs. 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1. That the Director autograph three photographs: 
one to Edward S. Perry, President of Boys' Nation; one to 
Richard Shore, Vice President; and one to Lee Pennington. 
Attached are letters transmitting these photographs. 

2. That photographs be transmitted with the attached 
letters to other individuals appearing in the photograph but 
that they not be autographed by the Director. 
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Boys Nation President, Ike 
Exchange Pins and Puns 



The President of the United 
Statds and the president of the 
Boys Nation exchanged puns 
and pins yesterday, and Mr. 
Elsenhower's wardrobe was in* 
f creased by one T-shirt 
! While the 04^fcmerican 
Xegl<m*fi5ys Hation delegates 
crowded around President 
Eisenhower in the White House 
rose garden, their president, 
Edward S, Perry, 17, of Bay 
St Louis, Miss., presented a 
white and gold honorary mem- 
bership nin and a medium-sized 
T-shirt to the Chief Executive, 
Mr, Eisenhower held the 
blue and white shirt to his 
shoulders, chuckled and said: 
"One thing about it— it will 
fit my grandson, but it won't 
fit me." ' 

A voice in the crowd of 
youths said: *You can play 
golf with it." 

Later the President com- 
mented, u li l meet your succes- 
sors next year, maybe I can 
wear your shirt*" 

Noting that the Boys Nation 
president is from Mississippi 
and its vice president, Richard 
3. Shore, 1% is a Coloradan, 
Mr» Eisenhower grinned and 
asked, "How did you ever work 
that out?" 

Perry replied, "We compro- 
mised*" 

The President asked Perry* 
who was elected -Monday, 
"You are just starting to serve 
—do you know what you are 
in for?" 

A Legionnaire- accompanying 
the boys shouted, ^You've got 
a lot of farmers here/ 1 

"Wo% Vm getting back into 
that, 1 ' tho President answered, 
apparently referring to his 
farm at Gettysburg, Pa, 



.JThe President asked the Jao^jEtoys* State 



whether they had hoen sight- 
seeing and had visited Mount 
Vernom One lad answered, 
"Yes, and the White House, 
too." 

Earlier, the boys spent the; 
morning at the Pentagon, 
where they were greeted by, 
Secretary of Defense Charles; 
E. Wilson, Admiral Arthur W,. 
Radford, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff; Gen, Matthew 
B* Ridgway, Army Chief of 
Staff; Admiral Kobert B. Car- 
ney, chief of naval operations; 
Gen. Lemuel a Shepherd, Ma*; 
rine Corps commandant,* Lieut/ 
Gen, Emmett (Eosie) O'Bon-; 
nell, Air Force deputy chief of I 
staff, and Army Lieut Gen J 
Lemuel Matthewson, Joint! 
Staff director. ; 

"Don't be complacent about 
your school system," Carney 
warned. The schools' output of 
technically trained men <4 needs 
to be stepped up in quantity 
and quality," he said. 

Carney predicted an atomic 
submarine would someday cir- 
cumnavigate the globe without 
surfacing and that nuclear 
power plants would be adapted 
"to virtually every type ship." 
O'Donnell said that the Bus-; 
sians, "a plundering, murder- : 
ous lot * * • think we'll go to? 
any extreme to avoid fighting 
them. It's high time they; 
learned differently," Our best: 
defense, he said, is to "show; 
a willingness to fight md & 
willingness to go to any honor- 
able extreme to avoid fighting." 
The Boys' Nation delegates,! 
from every state except Ehodej 
Island, are in Washington fori 
a week. Among them is Mikei 
Durfee, 17, of 4814 N. 35th st t \ 
Arlington, governor of Virginia* 
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President Eigenlwweir checks for fe'a 
White spot*! isfcirt presented io him t»y I& 
^wwA-SLJStejoy, president of ihe imerican 



Legion Bjfcy&MTatfon* "One thiag afcotifc Ii> n 
tlte .£test99nt saia, «it will fli'mf graa& 
son, 1wfc it .won't lit me." 
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Mr* lac £+ Pennington 

Director 

national Anericanien Gorinie&ion 

SSie^Arzcrican Zegion - >. _>' 

1C00 K Street* northwest 

Uaahington s J> 4 (?# 
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Winterrowd_ 
Tele. Room, 

Hoi 1 oman 

Miss Gandy, 



It certainly w®s a pleaaure cceing you* the 
young v+en of Boyc f nation and the other Aneriean Zegion 
reprcaentativen in vjj office on July SQ S W5&+ X mc 
surprised and highly honored when l(r+ Bdward Perry s 
President of Boye* tfatien* presented me with the 
insignia pin and Bays* Nation tee ehirt matting n$ an 
honorary neuter of Boys* Vatftton* 

Copies of the photographs talzen uhile you 
were here are being forwarded to the individuate 
appearing in then* and -two copies of each are being 
enaloaed for your use* One photograph has been 
autographed to you* 



Sincerely # 



En <|f 1^>$ lire i\ (4) 
1J(\TE: Two glossy 8x10 photographs being furnished 
Pennington for possible future use* in American 
Legion publications* Pennington ij in charge of 
Boys * llation group which met the Director and toured 
the Bureau ?/38/Sd+ r Y 123 
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Mr. Richard Shore 



Denver, Qolo rad o 
Sear Mr* Shore: 

It v:aj a pleasure to zioat you ani the other 
representatives of 3oyo* Haitian in ay office on July 
28, 1956. 

Enclosed are two phonographs taken vSiile you 
viere at FBI headquarters, and I harm been plaasei to 
autograph one to you* 

Sincerely yours, 
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Encl$vhi^ % 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of Shore. He is Vice 
President of Boys f Nation for 1954. Address per Shore. 
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AVAILABILITY OF ALL TOUR LEADERS FOR -$/< 
AMERICAN LEGION CONVENTION WEEK BEGINNING 
AUGUST 30 , 195k 
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You will 




recall by memorandum dated July 19, 195k* Mr. Nichols 
advised the greatest number of visitors that the FBI tour facilities 
have ever had is anticipated during the week of the American Legion 
Convention. In this regard Mr. Nichols pointed out it is deemed 
essential that all qualified tour leaders be made available -for 
tour duty on a 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. shift from Monday, August 30 
to Friday^ September 3, 195k* and that leave and working schedules 
be so adjusted. 



The following tour leaders assigned to the Administrative 
Division will be available for the tour duty set out above; 



Henry Curran 
0. Eugene Smith 
George Hughes 



Voucher Unit 
Voucher Unit 
Procurement and Supply 



Unit 



The only oi^er tour leader assigned to the Administrative 
Division is Warren Mathew assigned to the Mechanical Section who is 
being considered for an appointment to the New &gent*s Class scheduled 
to convene August 9$ 195h* In connection with George Hughes; it is 
noted he had contemplated taking annual leave on September 3, 195k* 
However, he, will hold in abeyance his request for such leave pending 
a determination as to the need for his services in the Tour Boom on 
that date. It is further noted that Hughes is attending summer school 
and has not had an opportunity to take extensive annual leave. This^ 
matter was discussed with Mr. Morgan who stated all possible con- ' (*J> 
sideration will he given to Hughes f request for annual leave on \. 

September 3s 19 5h* consistent with the needs of the Tour Room. -— ^ 

With r egard to the American Legion Convention it is also 
noted that the Legion parade is scheduled to begin at 2:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, August 31, and it will continue for about 8 hours. 
According to Mr. Nichol r s memorandum of J/19/5I1 President Eisenhower r s 
office has indicated that Federal employees will be dismissed about 
1:00 or 2:00 p.m. on August 31, in order to attend the parade. The 
necessary action will be taken to bdvise divisional heads at the Seat 
of Government as to the time the employees may be released to view 
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the parade on August Jl, 195hj when such information is 
available. 

BEOOmWDATION : 

None; the above is for record purposes* 
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